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Going F ishing Soon? 


Getting set for the fishing trip? It’s about time to 
stock up at Margaret Ann then... . You'll need Paper 
Plates and other outing items .. . plus plenty of 
Canned Foods, Canned Meats, Instant Coffee and 
Quick-to-Fix Foods. . . . Getting hungry? Good! ... 





We'll be looking for you soon! 





STOCK UP NOW AT 


“MARGARET ANN* 


Florida’s Friendly Home Controlled Food Stores 

















Save A Little © Everyday 
. On Everything You Buy 
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OPERATED BY 


~ Winn and Lovett Grocery Go. 


— JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA — 
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HONEST CONFESSION 


I have a confession to make. When my 
husband subscribed to FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE I felt that it would only mean that 
much more to pick up off the floor. 

But, since I was home alone every day 
when the mail came, I started thumbing 
through your magazine each month — just 
to pass the time of course! However, I now 
find myself looking forward to each new 
copy. We almost fight over who reads it 
first now. Thanks for a swell magazine that 
appeals to everyone. 

MRS. MITCHELL FLETCHER, 
Ocala. 


A MINNEAPOLIS PHYSICIAN 


A local conservation friend of mine 
handed me a copy of FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE to read the other day. I found it so 
interesting and instructive that I decided 
to subscribe. 

I have another interest in Florida, having 
visited that state three times during the 
past four years. I have a son, located in 
Winter Haven, who is engaged in the gen- 
eral practice of medicine. I might someday 
move to Florida — it is a fine state. 


LOUIS C. JENSEN, M. D., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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This Month’s Cover 





This exciting moment in the life of 
a young Florida angler was designed 
by Carolyn Henry, of St. Petersburg. 
Miss Henry is a senior and art major 
at Florida State University. 





When in Florida and Marion 
County Visit 
LAKE WEIR 
i) 


We Have 
FISHING TACKLE 
HARDWARE ® DRY GOODS 


MATTAIR’S HARDWARE 
& DRY GOODS 
OKLAWAHA, FLORIDA 


COFFEE 
SHOP--- 


Ia 4 Fue HOTEL 


Hotel Ocala 


Come! Enjoy... 


Marion County and Ocala 
You Will Like 


PACKARD @ WILLYS 
SALES AND SERVICE 


BRUCE MOTORS 
301 South Main Street 


OCALA, FLORIDA 


Welcome to 
MARION COUNTY 
and 
OCALA 
@ 

FOR FINE DRY CLEANING AND 
LAUNDRY SEE 
OCALA LAUNDRY AND 
CLEANERS, INC. 


Phone 101—402-404 S. Main St. 
OCALA, FLORIDA 


We Welcome You to 
MARION COUNTY 
and OCALA 
* 

For 
AUTOMOTIVE and MILL SUPPLIES 
Distributors and Jobbers 
See Us 
LOVELL BROTHERS 
OCALA, FLORIDA 





SNAKES ALIVE! 

.. . Pictures don’t lie. Recently I walked 
into the back of our yard and saw a Chicken 
snake, and couldn’t believe my eyes, for it 
was actually trying to get a drink from a 
leaky connection at the pump. 





* ae 


I went to the house, got my camera, and 
took this picture. It isn’t too clear for it was 
taken in the shade, but if you look care- 
fully you can see that it crawled out of 
the pump house and is getting a drink. The 
snake drank for 15 minutes. 

MRS. HARRY ZAHRLY, 
Ft. Pierce 





NEW EYES FOR OLD 


CONGRATULATIONS! . . 
Take a bow. 

You are turning out a mighty attractive 
wildlife magazine. Punchy headlines .. . 
good pictures . . . nice diversification of 
copy ... and type sufficiently large that 
older eyes don’t tire while reading. 

The above handshake on an excellent job 
comes from an old reporter — yes, pub- 
lisher — who has ridden herd on _ wildlife 
from coast to coast for many years — 
chiefly fly fishing with 4% ounce rods for 
anything that would take my lure. 

Almost 25 yéars ago I dropped into Flor- 
ida on an assignment from Chicago. Well 
sir, like a lot of other screwball fishermen, 
I'm still right here in Florida fishing fresh 
waters by preference. Five years ago I came 
to Stuart to whip the forks of the St. Lucie 
and have been here ever since. I have 
fished with Ernie Lyons many times .. . 
Until two years ago when a pair of cataracts 
put me in the blind house. I hung up my 
fishing tackle, I thought for good. 

Today, I’m typing this letter with 20/20 
vision and am back in the saddle again. A 
smart, young Miami surgeon last summer 
gave me a pair of new eyes for old ones 


and I am again whipping the St. Lucie 
forks. 


. in big type. 


CAP’N FLAGG, 
Stuart 





PROPER NICHE 


. . . While your magazine in general is 
excellent, my principal reason for subscrib- 
ing is that it is one of the few which accords 
hound men their proper niche among field 








EXCELLENT FISHING 


on 
FAMOUS CROSS CREEK 
® CAFE @ BOATS ® MOTORS 
® BAIT 


Connects with 
LAKE LOCHLOOSA and 
ORANGE LAKE 


Come to 
SPORTSMAN’S HAVEN 
Off Highway 301 to 325 
Mail Address: HAWTHORNE, FLA. 


MR. AND MRS. BEN B. WHEELER 


We Invite You to 
MARION COUNTY 
OCALA 
See Us When Here for 


REAL. ESTATE 
SALES e LEASES 
MORTGAGE LOANS 


MacKENZIE REALTY 
17 N. Main Street 
OCALA, FLORIDA 





SALES AND SERVICE 
MARTIN MOTORS 


Service on All Makes 
OUTBOARD MOTORS 
8 


BOB WINES 
MARINE SERVICE 
411 N. Main Street 


OCALA, FLORIDA 


COME LIVE 


IN MARION COUNTY 
MOORHEAD 


Engineering Company 
ENGINEERS Since 1884 SURVEYORS 
BLUE PRINT SERVICE 
115 S. Main Street 


OCALA, FLORIDA 


Enjoy Finest Living in 
MARION COUNTY 


at Ocala 


James H. Craggs 


Construction Company 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Craggs Building 
17 North Main Street—P.O. Box 600 


OCALA, FLORIDA 
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FLORIDA 
IS 


FINE YEAR-ROUND LIVING! 
We Invite You to Stay in 
MARION COUNTY 


and 


OCALA 
2 


OFFERS THE BEST 
2 
EXCELLENT LIVING 
FINE FISHING 


The Munroe & Chambliss 
National Bank of Ocala | 





MARION 


CONSTRUCTION CO. 
CONTRACTORS 


HIGHWAY 
AND 
BRIDGE 

BUILDERS 

Heavy Duty Equipment Repairs 
Offices and Shops 
LINCOLN AT OSCEOLA 

P. O. BOX 577 — OCALA, FLORIDA 


Office Tel. 930 Shop Tel. 941 





MARION COUNTY 
IS A FINE PLACE TO LIVE 


OCALA 
Lumber Company, Inc. 
Retailers of 
LUMBER ® PAINTS ® MILLWORK 
Office and Plant: 


1214 N. Magnolia Street 


OCALA, FLORIDA 


MARION COUNTY 


When visiting Marion County, we 
invite you to our 
RESTAURANT @® AUTO COURT 
COMPLETE CAR SERVICE 


R. E. CLOSE 
OCALA, FLORIDA 
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sports. All too often this type of publication 
is given over almost entirely to bird-hunting 
and fishing. 

J. M. COLLEY, 

Lynn Haven. 





CLOSE TO HOME 
. I think FLORIDA WILDLIFE is 
one of the finest sporting magazines in the 
business, and I was really surprised to find 
out that I could get good reading right close 
to home about our kind of game and fish. 
HAROLD BEECHER, 
Savannah, Ga. 





A MISCUE CONCERNING LIMPKINS 

In the February issue of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE I read with interest the article 
on Wakulla Springs, which I have visited 
and enjoyed many years since. 

I was surprised and disturbed to read in 
the list of birds on the Wakulla river the 
statement, “The Limpkin, found only in one 
other place in North America.” 

It would seem your author was lament- 
ably weak on the Florida bird life, as any 
and all manuals would have told her the 
Limpkin, once numerous in all the low 
parts of the state .. . is still fairly numerous 
in many parts of the state. 

May I say, I was mildly surprised. that it 
should have passed the editor’s desk, for 
aside from being wholly wrong, it would 
be a check on the interest of many thou- 
sands of sportsmen and naturalists who visit 
Florida and would be glad to make the 
acquaintance of this most interesting bird. 

. . . The map in Howells Birds of Florida 
gives the places where the Limpkin has 
been found and looks like a mild case of 
smallpox attacking the face of the map. 

With the wide circulation of your maga- 
zine, and in view of new people coming to 
the state, it would seem you would regret 
the statement and wish to correct it for the 
sake of interested readers. 

WILBUR F. SMITH, 
Sarasota 

(My humble apologies to Mr. Smith, all 
bird lovers, and the unjustly wronged Limp- 
kins too. In addition, it is likely the face of 
the author of “Wakulla Spring” will turn to 
a sickly shade of green when she realizes 
the error she made while listlessly wander- 
ing over the typewriter keys. — ED.) 





A GUN COLLECTOR 

I wish to subscribe to FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE for my grandson, Charlie Gray, Mar- 
tinsville, Indiana. When he comes to visit 
us he eats your magazine up. He is only 
seven but sure loves to hunt and fish. 

I am glad the boys organized a gun col- 
lector club down there. I would like to hear 
from some of the members in the Ocala 
area. I am coming down soon to visit my 
folks at Powell, Florida, and will bring a 
few guns to trade the boys. I belong to 
two big collector’s clubs up here. 

S. M. ALLEN, 
Watseka, IIl. 










VISIT 
MARION COUNTY 
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USE 
CULLISON SAUSAGE 
OF 
DISTINCTION 


Packers of Quality 
Florida Beef, Veal, and Pork 


CULLISON 
SAUSAGE COMPANY 
OCALA, FLORIDA 


FISHERMEN 
A TRULY } 
ONE-STOP STORE 


Tackle You Need At 
A Price You Can Afford 


MARION HARDWARE 
COMPANY 


WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
OCALA, FLORIDA 





JOE BORDEN’S 
Silver Springs Cruises 


DOCKS: 
Oklawaha River Bridge, State Highway 
40, Just 10 Miles East of 


OCALA, FLORIDA 
Modern ® Comfortable ® Safe 


GLASS BOTTOM BOATS 


A 14 miles, 2 hour cruise through wild- 
life jungle, over crystal clear waters, a 
complete trip from mouth to source, 
showing the Famous Silver Springs, too! 


“JUST AS THE INDIANS LEFT IT’— 
YES! JOE BORDEN SHOWS ALL. 





LIVE RATTLESNAKES 
WANTED! 


Good Prices Paid ® Write for Details 


ROSS ALLEN’S REPTILE INSTITUTE 
Silver Springs, Florida 























Welcome to 
JOHNSON’S BEACH 
on beautiful Lake Weir 
OKLAWAHA, FLORIDA 


BATHING ® BOATING ® FISHING 
PAVILLION 
KITCHENETTE COTTAGES 
DAY, WEEK OR MONTH 
PHONE OCALA 8629 COUNTY 
U. S. 441 


' We Invite You to 
MARION COUNTY 
and 


OCALA 
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ABSTRACTS 
TITLE INSURANCE 


Q 
FLORIDA TITLE & 


ABSTRACT CO. 
Ocala, Florida 





Ocala Manufacturing, Ice 


and Packing Co. 
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P. O. Box 576 
OCALA, FLORIDA 
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TEXACO PRODUCTS 


PHONE 80 
DUNNELLON, FLORIDA 





TUTTON’S COTTAGES 
Welcome You to 
LAKE COUNTY 


é 
Route 441 
22 Miles West of Tavares 
Located on Dead River 


@ 
AAA COTTAGES 
BOATS ® MOTORS ® BAIT 

















DON’T THINK — BE SURE! 


pag ‘VIP ERD 


Save a life... it may be yours. You may 
carry whatever you like, but it takes suction 
to remove poison from a _ snakebite. The 
VAC-VIPER CAR KIT has the suction to do 
this job and do it successfully. 

WM. E. McCREARY 


11031 Florida Ave. Tampa, Florida 





TAMPA 
Welcomes You! 


2 
U. S. TIRES 


U. S. Tire Supply, Inc. 
Morgan & Lafayette Sts. 


Phone 2-8545 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


NEED HELP? 





Reddy Kilowatt 
Your Servant 
of the Century 


WILL HELP YOU DO YOUR JOB 


BETTER @® FASTER @® CHEAPER 


FLORIDA POWER & 
LIGHT COMPANY 





FISHING AND HUNTING 
REASONABLE RATES 


Te OASIS 
db 


MODERN CABINS 


FURNISHED COMPLETE 


Hot and Cold Running Water 
Innerspring Mattresses 


24 BOATS @® MOTORS ® GUIDES 
AND LIVE BAIT AT ALL TIMES 
For Reservations Write 
THE OASIS, R. D. 1, Lake Wales, Fla. 

































R. H. TODD 
LUMBER COMPANY 


Office and Mills Two Blocks North 
of Union Station 


SAW, PLANING MILL AND SASH 
AND DOOR WORKS 


“Everything to Build a House” 
P. O. Box 594 
OCALA, FLORIDA 


We Invite You to 
©: CAs A 


Where Living Is A Pleasure 
* 


OCALA LIME ROCK 
CORP. 
OCALA LIME ROCK 
* 


*“Florida’s Natural Road Material’’ 
Ocala, Florida 





IN OCALA IT’S 
Cordrey’s Court 


Two blocks from heart of city 
near business center. 


HOT-AIR HEAT @® FANS 
or AIR CONDITIONING 
TILE, TUB or SHOWER BATHS 


RESTAURANT AND GIFT SHOP 


CORDREY’S COURT 


Route 40 E. Silver Springs Blvd. 








VISIT SUMTER COUNTY! 
EXCELLENT FISHING 


® 
FOR BEST DRY CLEANING 


—~S$ee— 


CPrRS: Fes 
Wildwood, Florida 


WIZARD APPLIANCES ® WIZARD 

BATTERIES ® DAVIS TIRES ® VITA 

POWER OIL ® WESTERN FLYER 

BICYCLES @® TRUETONE RADIOS 
* 


WESTERN AUTO 
ASSOCIATE STORE 
Home Owned by FRED M. SMITH 
* 

214 East First Street-—-Phone 1566 


SANFORD, FLORIDA 
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BY FRED W. JONES 


Dog thieves are mighty unpopular if we 
judge from the letters that came in as a 
result of our column of a couple of months 
ago on that subject. And, again judging 
from those letters, a lot of folks want to 
know what kind of legislation could be 
enacted that would help the present de- 
plorable situation. 

One writer suggests that perhaps the 
State Foxhunter’s Association might be will- 
ing to help in getting such legislation. And 
this is a fact. The association would be will- 
ing to help as we very well know since they 
made an effort in that line three or four 
years ago. 

The effort failed at that time for lack of 
publicity, and because only one sportsmen’s 
club was working on the deal in addition to 
the foxhunter’s group. 


If all the sportsmen’s clubs in the state 
were to combine their efforts with those 
of all the clubs and associations having to 
do with hunting dogs, it is almost certain 
that they could secure legislation that would 
make the stealing of valuable dogs a very 
risky business indeed. 


However, we might point out that the 
effort should begin right now. And that the 
effort should be a unified deal with a well 
thought out and logical program. 


It was our opinion at the time, and still 
is, that the plan advanced before was both 
logical and workable. We do not believe 
that it would be necessary to change the 
plan that was advocated at that time to any 
great extent. It would have worked no 
hardship on anyone, and would have pro- 
vided inexpensive protection for the owners 
of valuable dogs. 
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Dog Thief Legislation 





Briefly, it was as follows: A legislative 
act would have made it compulsory for any 
person “finding” a dog to report it to his 
county sheriff within 24 hours. If any person 
was found with a dog which had been lost 
for more than 24 hours, and that person 
had been in possession of that dog for more 
than that number of hours, he would auto- 
matically be deemed as being guilty of 
stealing the dog. An adequate penalty would 
have been provided for the offense. 

The legislative act would have also pro. 
vided for a system of tattooing dogs and 
with registering these “brands”. The system 
would not have been compulsory. No dog 
owner would have been required to have 
his dog marked, but any owner could have 
had his dog marked. This was to do away 
with the objections which would have come 
from folks who keep worthless dogs and 
who would not have wanted to pay even a 
dollar or so for the tattooing. 


The marking system would have provided 
that certain letters and numbers be used in 
certain combinations so that the approxi- 


THIS IS THE STORE 


“ we copra ee ES 
See BS... ehneieeas annem 


that for 44 years has endeavored to increase 
your fishing pleasure... . 
COME SEE US SOMETIME 


GENE’S TACKLE 


510 Ballough Rd. Daytona Beach, Fla. 









mate locality from which a dog had come 
could be recognized at a glance. For in- 
stance, a Polk County dog might have been 
marked — P-165 — or just a P with another 
letter and numbers. Then these combina- 
tions of letters and numbers would have 
been registered with the state just as are 
cattle brands. 

Of course, in this case, all marked and 
registered dogs would have to be sold with 
a bill of sale which carried the transfer of 
that mark, or combination of letters and 
numbers. 


The marking, or tattooing, could have 
been done by certain designated veteri- 
narians and at a certain specified fee. The 
marking need not have been expensive since 
by designating one person in an area to do 
the marking, he could buy the necessary 
equipment to do the job in a few seconds. 
He could also take care of registering the 
mark. 

So far as we can see this plan has no 
serious drawbacks. We cannot see how it 
could hurt anyone. We CAN see where it 
could benefit a lot of people. 

Some folks may think it is silly to make 
such a fuss about a dog, but those folks 
will be the ones that either own no dogs 
or else the worthless potlickers and mutts 
that are no good to anyone. 

Many dogs are worth just as much as 
any cow or bull. The cattle owners have a 
good system, with good protection backed 
by a law with plenty of teeth. 

Dog owners need the same thing. They 
should have it. They can have it, too, if they 
will get together and work for it. -END 


When in Stuart, Florida 


Stop at 
RIVERVIEW COURT 


Excellent Rooms — Quiet 


1 BLOCK OFF U.S. #1 
ON ST. LUCIE RIVER 


RIVERVIEW COURT 
STUART, FLORIDA 


Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Ketcham, Owners 








Leesburg Welcomes Fishermen 
Make your headquarters 


LAKE VIEW HOTEL 


104 West Main Street 


COMMERCIAL AND TOURIST 
STEAM HEAT ®@ COFFEE SHOP 
DINING ROOM 
Special Weekly Rates 
* 


4 Blocks North Lake Harris 
4 Blocks South Lake Griffin 


Center of the Sunshine State 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA—PHONE 55 


F. C. McGILLIVRAY, Mar. 
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by frank rose 


Lightning striking the Empire State Building. Such tall steel-frame buildings 
form perfect lightning rods and carry the strokes to the ground before they 
can cause any damage. (United States Weather Bureau Photo.) 


it will exact a death toll of 400 from the popu- 

lation of the United States and will injure thou- 
sands more. Among the fatalities will be the usual 
large numbers of hunters, fishermen and other out- 
door enthusiasts. And it is safe to predict that Florida 
with its high incidence of thunder storms will once 
again contribute many names to the national casualty 
list. 

The sad part of this situation is that the over- 
whelming majority of these accidents could be pre- 
vented. For the most part they will be caused by 
thoughtlessness, bravado or sheer ignorance. The vic- 
tims will be mainly those who go out of their way to 
invite sudden death from the sky. 

The odds against your being struck by lightning this 
summer are 365,000 to one. These are good odds, but 
they do not present the whole picture. One rash act 
can upset the statistical applecart and decrease the 
odds to a dangerous margin. On the other hand, by 
understanding how Nature’s fireworks operate and 
observing a few simple precautions you are almost 
certain to keep your name off lightning’s annual death 
list. 

The natural instinct to seek shelter during a storm 


6 


L lightning lives up to its past record this summer, 


is a good one to follow since most lightning fatalities 
occur outdoors. A man in an open field or a boat makes 


an excellent target for a thunder-bolt; so get indoors 


as quick as you can. The odds against lightning coming 
inside a house are about one million to one, because, 
even if the house is hit, the lightning will usually 
follow the path of least resistance to the ground which 
is the outside of the house. 

If you want to increase the margin of safety even 
more, stay in the center of the room away from 
doors, windows and fireplaces. Don’t stand in door- 
ways or stick your head out of windows. Lightning 
racing down the side of a house leaps across any such 
openings, and many people have been electrocuted in 
this manner. 

If you are unable to get indoors during a storm, 
stay away from isolated trees. A thick woods offers 
good protection, but a tree standing by itself is one 
of lightning’s favorite targets. Standing anywhere un- 
der such an exposed tree is extremely dangerous since 
you are likely to receive a side flash as the stroke 
leaps from the tree to the ground. Every year a number 
of people are unnecessarily killed in this way. 

One of the safest shelters you can find during a 
thunder storm is your automobile. If it is nearby when 
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the dark clouds gather, get inside 
and stay there. Should a bolt strike 
the car, the steel body and frame 
will conduct the electrical charge 
harmlessly into the ground. This has 
been proved by laboratory tests in 
which cars were struck by artificial 
lightning bolts of three million volts 
while the drivers sat comfortably 
behind their steering wheels. 


Don’t be misled into foolish acts 
by any of the many items of misin- 
formation which have sprung up 
around the subject of lightning. For 
example, the old saying that light- 
ning never strikes twice in the same 
place is definitely false. Tall trees 
and buildings are hit by thunder- 
bolts time and again. The Empire 
State Building is hit with monoto- 
nous regularity and the University 
of Pittsburgh is struck on an average 
of two times a year. 


The falsity of this superstition was 
vividly forced to my attention last 
year. While hunting in the Ever- 
glades with a friend, a sudden storm 
came up. We sought shelter under a 
giant cypress tree which had been 
split and burned black by a former 





Like spectacular fireworks, a lightning bolt creates an aerial display at St. Petersburg. Tall 
buildings and trees are hit many times, refuting the old saying that lightning never strikes 
twice in the same place. (United States Weather Bureau Photo.) 


lightning stroke. We laughed as the 
thunder boomed and the sky flashed, 
certain that we were completely se- 
cure. Luckily, we were not harmed, 
but several months later we passed 
by the same spot and found to our 
horror that the tree had since been 


reduced to a blackened shambles. 
Needless to say, if that last bolt 
had struck while we were there, I 
wouldn’t be writing this now. 
Another superstition is that you 
are inviting a bolt by carrying an 
(Turn Page) 





Lightning striking an industrial plant handling explosive or 

inflammable material could cause a disaster similar to the 

laboratory blaze shown above. Man-made lightning, created 

in a Westinghouse surge generator which stores electricity and 

then releases it in a single space-leaping arc, strikes an unpro- 
tected model which contained gasoline. 


Man-made lightning streaks toward a model explosives plant 
but is warded off by the wire umbrella devised by Dr. Gilbert 
D. McCann, Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company 
engineer. This picture, taken in the Westinghouse high voltage 
laboratory at Trafford, Pa., shows the effectiveness of the new 
lightning protection system which already is guarding war 
industries and one huge ordnance plant. A wire strung from 
poles at each end of the building is connected to steel rods 
buried in the ground, guiding lightning harmlessly into the earth. 














umbrella during a storm. Proponents 
of this theory maintain that you 
should toss away your umbrella at 
once and get as wet as possible as 
a lightning protection measure. Al- 
though there have been instances of 
people being killed by lightning 
while carrying umbrellas, experts 
agree that the umbrella’s role in the 
tragedy was practically nil. 

As one of them put it, “Far more 
people will die from pneumonia by 
following this advice than could 
possibly be killed by lightning.” The 
hazard of being hit by a bolt is a 
matter of mathematical probability 
and this probability is not increased 
by carrying an umbrella, a gun or a 
steel fishing rod. 

Equally untrue is the warning to 
keep out of water during a thunder 
storm. The risk of being struck by 
lightning while swimming or wading 
a stream is no greater than on land. 
In fact, experiments have demon- 
strated that the odds for safety are 
in favor of the water. 

Contrary to popular belief, you 
are not courting sudden death by 
using your telephone, radio or other 
electric appliance during a storm. 
Telephone protective devices pro- 
vide adequate protection against 
electric shock from lightning. You 
will sometimes notice crackling 
noises in the receiver, but these are 
merely charges being induced in the 
wires by the lightning and are not 
dangerous. 

People who turn off their radios 
or television sets during storms are 
merely wasting their energy. Should 
the antenna be struck, it would make 
no difference whether the sets were 
on or off. To guard against lightning 
passing through the receiver, the 
antenna should be carefully ground- 
ed to the water svstem in the house 
and there should be a safety gap 
across the antenna leads to the 
receiver. 

Likewise, household appliances 
such as fans, irons and vacuum 
cleaners can be used safely during 
storms. If the electric supply wires 
are struck, modern safety devices 
divert the current to the ground. 

Thanks to exhaustive research be- 
ing conducted by our electrical 
manufacturing and power compa- 
nies, we are continually uncovering 
the secrets of Nature’s beautiful but 
deadly fireworks. However, the 
lightning experts are the first to 
admit that they don’t know all the 
answers. They are constantly being 
baffled by lightning’s idiosyncrasies. 

For instance, on one occasion a 
man will be struck by a lightning 
bolt. Immediately he will blaze like 
a bundle of hay and burn to death. 








Another man will be hit, knocked 
to the ground and not receive the 
slightest injury. 

There is a case on record of a 
laborer who was hit by lightning 
while eating his lunch in the open. 
He was killed immediately but he 
remained sitting in a natural po- 
sition. A friend, thinking he had 
been scared stiff, came over to shake 
him, and the man crumbled to ashes. 
He had been cremated but his 
clothes hadn’t even been scorched. 

A similar case was reported in 
which a woman wearing gloves was 
hit by a bolt. Her hands were re- 
duced to ashes without leaving the 
slightest mark on her gloves. 

On the other hand, there are nu- 
merous incidents in which people’s 
clothes have been destroyed by bolts 
while they remained unscathed. A 
farmer was once struck in an open 
field. His clothes disappeared with- 
out a trace and he later found his 
shoes many yards away with every 
nail torn loose from the soles. Yet 
he didn’t have a scratch. A girl had 
a similar experience when she was 
flung naked to the ground by a bolt. 
She later found her clothes hanging 
from the limb of a tree. Only her 
pride was injured. 

Lightning seems to enjoy playing 
pranks just to stump the scientists. 
Years ago a man had gold and silver 
coins in different compartments of 
his purse. He was struck by light- 
ning and unharmed, but later he 
discovered that all his gold coins 
had disappeared while the silver 
ones had become gold-plated. 

Incidents such as these prove that 
we are still a long way from un- 
ravelling all the mysteries of this 
spectacular force of Nature. But our 
men of science working in field and 
laboratory are amassing more and 
more data about lightning all the 
time. 





“Well, leave her home if she don’t wanna 
go fishing!” 


We now know that thunder clouds 
are formed by rising currents of 
moist air condensing as they en- 
counter cold currents of air. This re- 
sults in the formation of a gigantic 
electrical generator filled with posi- 
tively charged large drops of water 
and negatively charged droplets. In- 
vestigators of lightning phenomena 
estimate that the power potential of 
a thunder cloud ranges from hun- 
dreds of millions to billions of volts. 

Fortunately for mankind this ter- 
rible destructive power is released 
only in relatively small quantities. 
This is due to the fact that every 
charged droplet in the cloud repels 
its neighbors and to the existence of 
still tinier free electrons at the 
cloud’s edge which hug tenaciously 
to the water droplets. 

Experts believe that lightning 
strokes are caused by the freeing of 
these tiny electrons by means of 
evaporation, rough air currents, 
photo electric and other similar 
causes. When this occurs, ionization 
takes place, using up the major por- 
tion of the voltage and only a small 
fraction is then discharged to earth. 
Tonization, popularly known as heat 
lightning, is a common sight on a 
summer evening when a cloud will 
light up with a flickering illumi- 
nation. 

Lightning strokes range from 10 
to 25 million volts and last any- 
where from several hundred mil- 
lionths of a second to as long as a 
second. The average stroke consists 
of a core about half an inch in 
diameter which upon completion of 
the discharge explodes into a column 
of fire of four inch diameter. This 
is the explosion that causes thunder. 

According to P. L. Bellaschi, West- 
inghouse research engineer, pres- 
sures are developed in the core up 
to 20,000 pounds per square inch 
when the charge is confined. These 
are the pressures which rip mam- 
moth trees into matchwood, demol- 
ish buildings and crack metal. 

The core has a temperature of 
about 14,000 degrees Centigrade and 
as Mr. Bellaschi explains, “It is hot 
enough to vaporize everything on 
earth if it were sustained.” Happily 
for us it is not sustained or it would 
make the atom bomb look like a 
child’s toy. 

Lightning is one of Nature’s most 
colorful phenomena. It should cause 
you no alarm if you use your com- 
mon sense and follow the few simple 
rules mentioned in this article. En- 
joy those celestial fireworks. Respect 
them and don’t do anything foolish. 
Then the chances are excellent that 
you won’t be a target for a bolt from 
the blue. —END 
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A LEGLESS LIZARD 


By ROSS ALLEN and WILFRED T. NEILL 


RUTH, they say, is stranger than fiction; and cer- 
tainly the truth about the “glass-snake” is more 
remarkable than the imaginative tales told 

about it. To begin with, it isn’t a snake at all, but a 
legless lizard. It has ear openings and moveable eye- 
lids—structures lacking in all snakes. On the under 
side it is covered with small scales, instead of the wide 
plates that characterize most snakes. Many people are 
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surprised to learn that there is such a thing as a leg- 
less lizard; but actually many such creatures exist in 
different parts of the world. They are very often mis- 
taken for snakes. 

Until recently, it was thought that there was only 
one kind of glass-snake in the United States. Just 
three years, ago, however, it was found that there 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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Fishing Florida’s waters is great sport, but when several anglers cast from a small boat 
extreme caution in casting should be observed. Inexpensive liability insurance for the sports- 
man won't prevent accidents, but will provide medical expense and legal protection if they 

should occur. 


YOU HAVE PLENTY AP STARE! 


By EDMUND McLAURIN 


F you believe in figures—and ’tis said figures don’t 
lie!—carefully compiled statistics show that your 
annual personal investment in hunting and fishing 

alone is conservatively $400, as recently reported in 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE. Much of that expenditure goes 
for equipment. 


What, aside from supported conservation measures, 
have you done to protect your accumulated investment 
in sporting equipment, along with your continued fi- 
nancial ability to use it? 


The answer, of course, is low cost insurance written 
expressly for sportsmen; yet, during the last twenty- 
five years, very little on the subject has appeared in 
print. In fact, most sportsmen don’t even know that 
special protection can be had, much less where to 
apply for it. Many a lost or stolen firearm, rod and reel, 
or outboard motor, has been a total loss to the legal 
owner for these reasons. It is time to draw aside the 
curtain which has veiled the subject of insurance for 
sportsmen and see what financial protection is yours 
for a modest fraction of your annual outdoor sports 
bill. You have plenty at stake! 

Likely to be most suitable and popular to the average 
independent sportsmen is a so-called General Sports 
Equipment Floater Policy, covering privately owned 
guns, fishing tackle, tennis racquets, golf clubs and 
other kinds of sporting equipment, at an average pre- 
mium rate of $2.00 per $100 equipment valuation, sub- 
ject to an average minimum premium of $5.00 per year. 
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This policy will appeal to the Florida sportsman be- 
cause he can get most of his sporting equipment cov- 
ered in one insurance policy. But you will have to shop 
around to find it; not all companies write special, all- 
inclusive sports equipment policies. 

Tell an insurance agent that you want a single policy 
that will cover the value of your guns, fishing tackle 
and other sports equipment and right away he will 
likely mention the standard Personal Property Floater 
policy, which covers all property of a personal nature 
and is fine if you can afford to pay the $50 minimum 
annual premium. Many Florida sportsmen cannot af- 
ford these Personal Property Floater policies; the Gen- 
eral Sports Equipment Floater Policy and the special- 
ized policies—the Gun Floaters, Fishing Tackle, Golf, 
Camera and Outboard Motor policies, combined or 
singly—are more within the means of the average 
outdoorsman. | 

Following are some of the current premium rates 
for specialized policies, chosen at random in order to 
give a general idea of available sports equipment poli- 
cies and their cost to the Florida sportsman: 

Gun Floater: Expressly written for hunters; rifle, 
pistol and Skeet shooters, and for collectors of 
valuable guns. Grants protection against all risks 
of physical loss or damage from external cause, 
with very few exceptions—and they are clearly 
defined. Rate is usually either 1% or 2% per 
dollar valuation, with a $5.00 minimum annual 
premium. 
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Fishing Tackle Floater: Offers 
the sport fisherman the same 
protection for his primary 
tackle that the marksman gets 
under the Gun Floater form. 
May often be combined with 
the former. Again, rates will 
be 1% or 2% of the policy’s 
face value, subject to a $5.00 
minimum per calendar year. 


Camera Floater: Protection 
against all risks of loss and/or 
damage to valuable cameras 
and other photo equipment 
(except that used in conjunc- 
tion with aerial photography). 
Equipment valued at less than 
$5,000 can generally be in- 
sured at the annual rate of 
$1.80 per $100, with the usual 
$5.00 minimum premium. 


Golfer’s Equipment Floater: 
Provides desirable coverage 
on golf clubs, golf clothing 
and golf equipment, except 
golf balls lost in play. Pre- 
mium rate averages 3%, with 
a minimum premium of $6.00 
per annum. 


Outboard Motor & Boat Policy: 
Arranged to indemnify the 
owners of small outboard mo- 
tors and boats and miscellane- 
ous equipment against the 
perils to which they are most 
commonly exposed while 
afloat or on shore. Usually 
does not cover yachts, boats 
with inboard motors or boats 
with motors permanently at- 
tached. Average premium 
rates: If only boat or motor 
is covered—5% per $100 val- 
uation; minimum annual pre- 
mium, $7.50. If both boat and 
motor are insured, 5% per 
$100 valuation; minimum an- 
nual premium $10.00. 


Members of the National Rifle As- 
sociation, the National Skeet Asso- 
ciation, the Outboard Motor Club of 
America, and of other national or- 
ganizations, can obtain even lower 
premium rates in many cases, by 
virtue of their member associations 
holding master insurance policies 
under which individual policies can 
be written at reduced rates. 


Most prudent persons would not 
think of driving an automobile with- 
out carrying liability insurance and 
the average business man carries 
some form in connection with his 
business operations, yet sportsmen 
generally feel that, while enjoying 
recreation, no such personal liability 
could be incurred as a result of in- 


jury, or damage to the property, of 
(Turn Page) 


APRIL, 1952 11 





Special club liability insurance policies are available for Florida’s shooting clubs; provide 
coverage for both club members and outsiders. Special rates are given to the Florida organi- 
zations affiliated with the National Rifle Association or the National Skeet Association. 





Where a number of persons assemble to participate in a particular sport, like on the range 

of a Florida rifle club depicted above, the risk of a possible accident occurring does not 

necessarily increase in direct proportion to the total attendance. Prescribed rules and regula- 

tions, backed by organization and supervision, actually reduce the hazard. Insurance under- 
writers recognize this fact and give lower premium rates to organized clubs. 


Florida pier fishing is productive, but a rod and reel can easily slip from wet hands and 
be lost, or carried off by some unscrupulous person. Low-rate sporting equipment insurance 
will give protection from such costly losses, should such unfortunate experience be yours. 
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others. The possibilities are mani- 
fold. Hunting, fishing, boating, camp- 
ing, horseback riding, archery, golf 
and other Florida outdoor sports 
carry with them latent risks of acci- 
dental injury to others which may 
result in crushing damage suits. 

During season, Florida’s fields and 
woods are as full of eager hunters as 
game, and some of the former are 
considered to be as wild as the game 
they hunt! Common sense and ob- 
servance of recognized rules of hunt- 
ing safety can reduce accidents to a 
minimum, but gun accidents do oc- 
cur and it is comforting to hunt 
knowing that if you should have an 
accident, despite your own exer- 
cised care, you carry insurance that 
will take up the shock of possible 
law suits, settle claims and pay all 
medical, surgical and hospital ex- 
pense of the injured party. 

One Florida hunter recently re- 
ceived a jury award of $40,000 dam- 
ages as a result of being mistaken 
for a deer in the brush by an over- 
anxious marksman in the same vi- 
cinity. This case is still pending, an 
appeal having been taken to a higher 
court, but in all probability the judg- 
ment entered by the lower court 
will be sustained, according to prin- 
cipals familiar with the case. In an- 
other instance, an angler paid $13,- 





‘The most complete book on Florida J 


- ‘“ . . a completely authentic compila- 
— tion of pertinent facts about Florida 
government, Florida resources, Florida 
history and Florida leaders. Business 
and professional people and just plain 
citizens, too, find it of unending inter- 
est.”’ —LAKELAND LEDGFR 


“ . . by far the best reference work on 
Florida ... the Florida Handbook also 
broadens its subjects beyond the sta- 
tistics which are the customary base of 
such works.” —MIAMI HERALD 
“The riches of this mine of information 
about Florida may be evidenced by its 
16 double -columner, closely - printed 
pages of index, running from Absentee 
voting to Zircon.’’ —TAMPA TRIBUNE 


$3.75 at bookstores or by mail, $4.25 postpaid from 
PENINSULAR PUBLISHING CO., Box 549, Tallahassee, Fla. 
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500 in damages when his sidewinder 
cast from a crowded pier hooked 
another fisherman below his right 
eye. Fortunately, both responsible 
sportsmen carried insurance. Incur- 
red medical and legal expenses were 
promptly handled by the insurance 
companies. 

For obvious reasons, the sports- 
man’s need for public liability insur- 
ance far overshadows his need for 
specific insurance covering valued 
sporting equipment. For example, if 
one lost a valuable gun, or rod and 
reel, on which no insurance was 
carried, his loss would be limited to 
the value of the article. On the other 
hand, should he accidentally injure 
a fellow hunter or angler and medi- 
cal expense and law suit occurred, 
his loss might conceivably be meas- 
ured in thousands of dollars—medi- 
cal expenses, investigation costs, at- 
torney’s fees, settlement of claims 
and possible awards against him! 
The sky could be the limit of legal 
liability. The previously cited cases 
are good examples. 

There is no need to take such 
risks. The broad protection afforded 
the Florida sportsman by the aver- 
age Comprehensive Personal Lia- 
bility Policy, providing $10,000 legal 
liability coverage and $250 medical 
payments for each occurrence and 
each person injured, costs only about 
$10 per year—$25 for three years. 
These financial limits of protection 
may be increased upon payment of 
a slightly higher premium. 

Accidents that result from per- 
sonal activities of the policyholder 
and members of his family, includ- 
ing teen-agers and their many activi- 
ties, are covered. The usual policy 
also includes coverage of accidents 
caused by dogs, horses and other 
animals, and those accidents involv- 
ing boats (except motor boats over 
10 HP) under 25 feet in length. Ex- 
ceptions are accidents resulting from 
the use of automobiles or from 
aviation activity, which, if included, 
would require higher annual pre- 
mium rates. Most motorists and avi- 
ators carry special policies, anyway. 

Considering its broad protection, 
the usually-written Comprehensive 
Personal Liability Policy is cheap in- 
surance for the Florida sportsman, 
regardless of the extent of his 
activity. 

Where a number of persons as- 
semble to participate in, or witness, 
a particular sport, the possibility of 
an accident occurring is generally 
recognized—but the risk does not 
necessarily increase in direct pro- 
portion to the total attendance. While 
the element of risk is present, it is 
distributed among many, and often 


reduced in the aggregate, by reason 
of prescribed rules and regulations 
that nearly always apply where or- 
ganization and supervision are pres- 
ent. Insurance underwriters recog- 
nize this fact and give lower premium 
rates to organized clubs. 

Because of the standard rules of 
range safety under which they op- 
erate, sportsmen’s clubs affiliated 
with the National Rifle Association 
and the National Skeet Association 
are especially eligible for low-cost 
liability insurance. A great majority 
of the shooting clubs in Florida are 
chartered units of one or the other 
of the two national organizations 
and may obtain the benefits of low- 
cost equipment and liability insur- 
ance. But both the National Rifle 
Association and the National Skeet 
Association leave the writing of fire- 
arms and liability insurance for af- 
filiated individual members and 
clubs strictly to the private insur- 
ance companies and make no effort 
to sell such insurance to the respec- 
tive memberships. 

Where written, a special club lia- 
bility insurance policy affords a 
Florida shooting club _ protection 
against claims, whether bonafide or 
fraudulent, for personal injuries 
and/or property damage (up to the 
maximum dollar value of the insur- 
ance carried) arising from club ac- 
tivities. Since individual members of 
an organized but unincorporated 
sportsmen’s group can be sued if an 
accident occurs for which the club 
is liable or allegedly liable, a com- 
prehensive club liability policy is a 
good thing for everyone, and should 
be a part of the basic club program. 
For the club itself, the holding of 
this form of insurance protects its 
financial assets and prestige. 

Under a club liability policy, clubs 
operating indoors—in public build- 
ings, schools, Y.M.C.A.’s or in other 
buildings than those owned by the 
club—are protected against accident 
and/or damage claims arising from 
club activity. On the other hand, 
shooting clubs maintaining outdoor 
ranges not only have the general 
protective provisions accorded other 
policy holders, but are also protected 
against any claims that may be made 
by a farmer for stock allegedly shot 
near an outdoor range or any claims 
arising from grievous spectators or 
passers-by. Here in Florida, where 
there is a heavy concentration of 
cattle and other livestock and con- 
stant tourist movement afield and 
afloat, that policy feature is an im- 
portant one. 

In instances where suits are in- 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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Bucktails, and How to Use Them: 


To a fisherman, the term “bucktail” does 
not necessarily mean the part of a male 
deer that goes over a fence last. A fisher- 
man’s bucktail may be made from the tail 
of a doe, a fawn, or even a guernsey calf. 
It may be made of polar bear hair, squirrel 
tail, or skunk tail. It may even be made of 
nylon. 

Among the oldest of artificial lures, buck- 
tails were originally made from the hair 
from the tail of a deer, and the name “buck- 
tail” has remained even where the material 
has been gleaned from the back of a polar 
bear or a Du Pont factory. 

The many different kinds of hair used in 
bucktails are manifestations of the experi- 
mental whims of anglers. Some of the substi- 
tutes for deer tail hair have shown more fish 
appeal than the original under certain con- 
ditions, but this is a rare occurrence. Some 
of the substitutes for bucktail, notably nylon 
and polar bear hair, are more durable than 
the original. The majority of the substitutes, 
however, are just substitutes. They'll all take 
fish, and so will genuine bucktail. 

Bucktails have long been noted as ex- 
cellent bass lures for either the fly or cast- 
ing rods. Such old reliable bass getters as 
the Al Foss Shimmy and Dixie Wigglers, 
Shannon Twin Spinners, and others owed 
a large measure of their success to their 
heavily-bucktailed hooks. The shimmering, 
breathing action of the bucktail coupled 
with the flash of the spinners on these lures 
really did things to bass. While most of the 
old bucktail casting lures have been pushed 
into the background by rubber skirts, plas- 
tics, and gantron, they are still among the 
best of bass lures. 

The first bass I ever caught on a fly rod 
fell for a yellow bucktail behind a small 
spinner, and for a number of years I took 
most of my bass on bucktail-spinner combi- 
nations. Bass don’t see many bucktail flies 
behind small spinners anymore, and _ this 
combination should prove killing in any of 
the hard-fished lakes where the bass know 
all the answers. 
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The most useful type of bucktail spinner 
fly would be about two inches long, tied 
on a ringed size 1 or 1/0 hook. The spinner 
should not be too large —a size 1 Idaho 
or Indiana is about right — for a large spin- 
ner is hard to cast and manipulate with a 
fly rod. Fished with a darting, jerk-and- 
pause action, this lure will take bass when 
everything else fails. There has never been 
a more consistently effective bass lure. In- 
cidentally, you do not need a fly rod to take 
bass with a bucktail and spinner, for this is 
a wonderful cane pole dibbling lure which 
will really bring the bass out from under 
the lily pads or grass when worked back 
and forth around the edges. 

As successful as the bucktail has always 
been as a fish fooler, it is conquering new 
worlds with the increasing popularity of 
spinning in Florida. A number of very good 
spinning bucktails are currently on the 
market. The Nylures and Dudes, which are 
made of tough and durable nylon, have 
wonderful fish appeal. My own favorite is 
the Number One Upperman Bucktail. This 
lure is probably no better than other buck- 
tail or nylon jigs of the same general size: 
it is my favorite simply because I’ve stuck 
with it long enough to learn how to fish it. 

The Number One Upperman is rated at 
1/10 ounce, but its actual weight runs be- 
tween 1/7 and 1/8 ounce. The shape of 
this bucktail, or perhaps I should say the 
shape of its lead head, makes the lure very 
sensitive to changes of manipulation. It is 
not necessary to change lures to get-a radi- 
cally different action, for the Upperman 
responds to every wiggle of the rod tip. 

One of the most effective ways to fish 
spinning bucktails is to bounce them along 
the bottom. This method would probablv 
be extremely distasteful to top-water ad- 
dicts, but it will take several times as many 
fish as surface fishing. Fishing bucktails 
along the bottom is primarily a salt water 
method, but bass and crappie too, are suck- 
ers for it. Where the bottom is hard, you 
can actually feel the bounce of the buck- 


tail, but over soft bottom you must sense 
that the lure is hitting the lake or river bed 
between each whip of the rod. This may 
sound like hair-splitting, but it is a fact that 
a bucktail fished just off bottom will seldom 
take as many fish as the same _ bucktail 
bounced on the bottom. I believe this is 
because of the slight cloud the lure raises 
each time it strikes the sand or mud. This 
is a little fish catching trick which surpris- 
ingly few fishermen know, and I’ve men- 
tioned it only because I’m certain that you 
wont use it anyway. 

Everything said about spinning with buck- 
tails applies to casting them as well, so you 
do not have to own a spinning outfit to fish 
weighted bucktails. Buy them in casting rod 
sizes, and you're all set. Bucktails are not 
the answer to every fishing problem, but 
there is no better way from the standpoint 
of poundage of fish caught per dollar of 
—END 


lure investment. 
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Marion County is recognized as Florida’s leading thoroughbred 
horse area. Rosemere Farm, owned by Graham Rose of Ocala, 
is one of the largest thoroughbred breeding farms in Florida. 


Waviou COUNTY 


ERE’S a recipe for good living and happiness! 

The ingredients likely will sound strange to 

you—but the results are guaranteed. Follow 
my directions carefully and you'll suffer no disap- 
pointment. 

In a “mixing bowl” comprising 1,039,360 acres, drop 
generous portions of registered cattle, outstanding race- 
horses, three world-famous springs, glass-bottom boats 
galore, plenty of sunshine and exhilarating air. To this 
mixture, add numerous crystal-clear rivers and lakes, 
a sizable chunk of Florida’s finest hunting and fresh 
water fishing. Season with excellent restaurants, hotels 
and motels, and pleasant fishing camps. If the above 
directions have been followed closely, you will ap- 
preciate Marion County—truly one of Florida’s most 
outstanding areas for settling down permanently or 
merely enjoying a healthy, pleasant vacation. 

Marion County, situated in the north central section 
of Florida, is one of the state’s largest counties, com- 
prising 1,039,360 acres. Its incorporated cities include 
Belleview, Dunnellon, McIntosh, Reddick, and Ocala, 
the county seat. 

This amazing county offers amateur and veteran 
anglers the answer to their dreams of a fisherman’s 
paradise. You can take your choice of either the With- 
lacoochee River or the Ocklawaha. Either of them is 
bound to supply you with a blood-tingling battle with 
enormous black bass. If you are a lake fisherman, then 
you have your choice of Lake Weir, Orange Lake, 
Lake Kerr, the celebrated Lake George and literally 
dozens of others. The City of Ocala boasts that within 
thirty minutes of the court house there are nearly 40 
up-to-date fishing camps, 1,500 different places to fish, 
more than 1,000 rental boats and equipment, and plenty 
of places to buy bait. 

But don’t get the idea that Ocala is Marion County’s 
sole fishing headquarters! Without pulling any 
punches, the city of Dunnellon proudly lays claim to 
being the home of “the world’s LARGEST bass.” A 
redevelopment program, now underway in Dunnellon, 
is centered around its outstanding bass fishing pro- 
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Owned by the Norris Cattle Company, Ocala, Miss Heroto 

Manso, above, was acclaimed grand champion cow at the 

1952 Florida State Fair. Ocala is the recognized ‘’Cattle 
Capital of Florida.” 





By BILL SNYDER 


vided by the beautiful Withlacoochee River and its 
famous backwaters. 

Dunnellon residents boast that their visitors can en- 
joy the state’s finest bass fishing combined with the 
excitement of salt water angling—all in the same day 
—and without traveling over 20 miles. Nimrods in the 
same area contend that the same thing holds true with 
hunting. By traveling 20 miles in one day out of Dun- 
nellon, they point out, a person can enjoy the combined 
pleasure of deer, turkey, quail, dove and duck hunting. 
A quail film made close to Dunnellon two days before 
the close of last hunting season stands as permanent 
proof of the area’s excellent bird hunting. Within four 
hours after the camera started clicking, the camera- 
man had registered the pictures of five distinct coveys! 
What’s more, the records disclose that an even dozen 
legal buck deer were taken during the first three days 
of last hunting season—all within ten miles of town. 

Dunnellon offers first-rate accommodations for hunt- 
ers and fishermen alike. Numerous excellent camps 
are operated permanently in the backwater area, and 
in town there are many fine camps as well as a com- 
munity trailer park. 

Nature provided Marion County with a number of 
springs that have become world-famous. Of these, 
Silver Springs, six miles east of Ocala, is likely the 
largest in the world. It is considered one of Florida’s 
most outstanding attractions and gains popularity year 
after year. As proof of this assertion, Silver Springs 
officials predicted a few weeks ago that this year’s at- 
tendance record will hit the one million-mark—and 
that’s big business in anybody’s language! The organi- 
zation maintains a veritable fleet of glass-bottom boats, 
photo-subs and jungle cruisers that ply the waters of 
the Springs and Silver River. With this innovation, 
visitors can actually look through the bottom of the 
boat at the springs that erupt a daily flow of 801,000,- 
000 gallons of purest water. 

More glass-bottom boats are operated 10 miles east 
of Ocala by Joe Borden at the Ocklawaha River bridge. 
His boats make a 14-mile, two hour trip that gives the 
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Rainbow Springs holds its place in the sun as one of the 

world’s famous scenic spots. Here, the breath-taking views of 

underwater marine life are taken through the portholes of 
submarine boats. (Photo courtesy The Marion Sun.) 


visitors an opportunity to cruise through wildlife 
jungles, over crystal clear water and see the famous 
Silver Springs too. 

Rainbow Springs, located three miles north of Dun- 
nellon, also holds its place in the sun as one of the 
world’s famous scenic spots. Here, the breath-taking 
views of underwater marine life are taken through the 
portholes of submarine boats. Out of the springs, a 
total of 659 million gallons of drinkably pure water 
flow every 24 hours. Spring officials point out that 
this cubic volume is equal to 18 Empire State Build- 
ings! The springs are fast becoming a favorite spot for 
taking underwater moving pictures. Within recent 
months, World Outdoors, Inc., a New York motion 
picture concern, completed filming movies on southern 
bass fishing at Rainbow Springs for the Bond Division 
of the U. S. Treasury. Last summer, Mr. and Mrs. Al 
Milotte, spent several weeks at the springs filming 
“True Life Adventures” for Walt Disney. This film 
will be released nationally in the near future. 

Rainbow Springs offers accommodations for fisher- 
men as well as boats, motors and guides. Some of Flor- 
ida’s very finest bass fishing can be found in the Rain- 
bow River, one mile below the headwaters and ex- 
tending for nearly six miles to the point where it 
empties into the Withlacoochee at Dunnellon. 'Three 
times in the last eight years, record bass in the FIELD 
and STREAM contest have been caught in these wa- 
ters. Old timers point out that the largest bass on 
record at Dunnellon tipped the scales at 22% pounds. 
Fifteen pounders are taken in this locality frequently. 

Marion County also boasts of another spring—Juni- 
per Springs—located 26 miles east of Ocala in the 
Ocala National Forest. Six million gallons of water 
flow from this spring daily and, although Jupiner isn’t 
publicized to the extent of Silver Springs and Rainbow 
Springs, thousands of visitors view it annually. A pic- 
turesque old-fashioned water wheel and mill house 
supply the electricity to light the grounds and bath- 
house. Boating, canoeing, and hiking are popular in 
the area. Furnished cabins and a trailer camp are 
available to guests. 

Marion County is rated as one of the top three pure- 
bred cattle counties in the state. It boasts of having 
more than 60,000 beef cattle and is the home of the 
Fat Stock Show and Sale as well as the Ocala Brahman 
Show and Sale, two of the largest cattle shows in the 
entire south. It is reported that over 75,000 acres of 
Marion County land is now in improved pasture— 
and the total is increasing all the time. Ocala is often 
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Marion County offers amateur and veteran anglers the answer 
to their dreams of a fisherman’s paradise. The city of Ocala 
boasts that within 30 minutes of the courthouse are 40 fishing 

camps and 1,500 places to fish. 


referred to as the “Cattle Capital of Florida,” and many 
of the state’s finest cattle ranches are a part of Marion 
County. 

The county is recognized as the state’s leading thor- 
oughbred horse area. Rosemere Farm, owned by Gra- 
ham Rose, of Ocala, is one of the largest thoroughbred 
breeding farms in Florida, consisting of approximately 
600 acres. Florida limerock and famous sunshine have 
combined to help produce Marion County thorough- 
breds that are making racing history all over the 
country. Rosemere Farm is underlaid with Florida 
limerock which tends to make strong bone structure 
in the Marion County bred and raised horses. In ad- 
dition, the foals are able to start romping and exer- 
cising approximately on the second day after they are 
born due to sunshine and excellent weather conditions, 
whereas, horses in Kentucky and farther north have 
to be kept in during the winter months. 

As proof that Marion County is top thoroughbred 
country, take the case of Rosemere Farm’s Game Gene, 
one of 12 two-year-old Marion County raised thorough- 
breds, now at Hialeah Park. This horse sold recently 
for $20,000, establishing a record for the highest price 
ever paid for a Florida-foaled horse. But, Game Gene 
didn’t stop there! Ridden by James Picou, he recently 
triumphed in his first race by defeating 12 other young 
thoroughbreds, representing five states. This race was 
a $10,000 claiming race for two-year-olds over the 
three- furlong nursery course at Hialeah Park. Game 
Gene covered the distance in 33 1/5 seconds—only 
4/5ths of a second off the track record. 

Marion County is justifiably proud of the Ocala Na- 
tional Forest, a sprawling area where 185,700 acres are 
open annually during hunting season. This top-flight 
hunting opportunity attracts thousands of nimrods and 
—the results speak for themselves! 

The 1951 Ocala hunt provided 27 days of hunting 
during the period November 20 through December 30 
and attracted a total of 5,342 hunters. Official hunt 
records disclose that 345 legal buck deer, averaging 
108 pounds each, were killed during the period. 

In addition, a check-up of 1,334 of the hunters re- 
vealed that they had accounted for a 200-pound bear, 
841 cat squirrels, 46 fox squirrels, 25 ducks, 43 coot, 
38 quail, and 11 doves. 

Like I said when I started this story—Marion County 
offers you a lot of good living and happiness. If it’s 
fishing, hunting, or just pleasant vacationing you’re 
looking for—Marion County definitely has something 
on the ball!! —END 
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TROPHIES, ribbons, dog food, and American Field Trial 
Association certificates were numbered in the prize 
list for the four-footed winners of the second annual 
field trial staged by the Everglades Field Trial As- 
sociation near Moore Haven on February 9-10. The 
trial was staged on a 25,000 acre game preserve 10 
miles west of Moore Haven. 

Fifty-eight dogs from Tampa, Orlando, Ft. Myers, 
Ocala, Miami, and Homestead pitted their educated 
noses against each other on a 30-mile course that was 
loaded with large coveys of quail. The exciting trial 
was enhanced by several unexpected and unscheduled 
events. One dog was severely bitten by a huge rattle- 
snake. Another pointer was given a wide berth by 
spectators when it tangled with a skunk. Still another 
took a beating when he made the error of pointing a 
fighting, clawing raccoon. 

Judges in the trial were Hal Davis, of Ocala, and 
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to start brace of pointers in the Amateur Derby. 





By STAN WAYMAN 


R. S. Lockshire, of Orlando. Bill Windsor served as 
field marshal. Wilson Lovell, Miami, assisted in judg- 
ing the puppy stake which was run on a separate 
course. Wildlife officers who assisted on the course 
included Chief Officer Curtis Wright, Barney Snell 
and Joe Crews. 


Results of the four stakes follow: 
AMATEUR ALL AGE: 


First: Satilla Wahoo Sam, R. E. Faircloth, Miami Springs. 
Second: Miss Sierra, Tom R, Stewart, Tampa. 

Third: Commander Alesio Jake, Paul Brinson, Coral Gables. 
AMATEUR DERBY STAKE: 

First: Osceola Chief, R. E. Faircloth, Miami Springs. 


Second: Tommy’s Jody, Willard Hurst, Miami. 
Third: Dick’s Hurricane Ruth, R. G. Huff, Miami. 
MEMBERS SHOOTING DOG STAKES: 


First: The Jinks, R. E. Faircloth, Miami Springs. 
Second: John Taylor, T. R. Stewart, Tampa. 
Third: (tie) Saddle, E, J. Hall, Miami. 


DuPuis Prince, Ed. Kendrick, Hialeah. 
AMATEUR PUPPY STAKE: 


First: Jinks Joy, Stan Wayman, Biscayne Key, Miami. 
Second: Mary, Tom R. Stewart, Tampa. 
Third: Brownie, Stewart, Tampa. 
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Field trial officials: Hal Davis, Ocala, judge; Bill Windsor, Sara- Off to a fast start in the third brace of the Amateur All Age Stake 
sota, field marshal; and R. S. Lockshire, Orlando, judge. are Miss Sierra, owned by Tom Stewart, Tampa; and Fast Play, 
owned by Charles Miller, Miami. 
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Tommy’s Jody, gets snakebite treatment from his owner, Willard Father and daughter took firsts in the two-day meet. Jinks Joy 
Hurst, Miami. Jody won second place in the Amateur Derby and (left), 7-month-old winner of Puppy Stake, is owned by the 
the snakebite wasn’t fatal, due to prompt treatment. author of this article. The Jinks, winner of the Shooting Dog Stake, 

is owned by R. E. Faircloth, Miami Springs. 


: ; Shown on one of his winning points is The Jinks, winner of the 
The diamondback that bit Jody was caught on the course by Frank Shooting Dog Stake. Owned by R. E. Faircloth, Miami Springs, the 
Jones, Palmdale. The snake had 15 rattles and one button. dog pointed 30 coveys on his 30-minute brace. 
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Little boats make little ponds accessible. 
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By ERNEST LYONS 


HAB, the patient donkey, pulled a two-wheeled 
cart through the Allapattah Flats, carrying our 
camping gear and a home-made canvas boat. 
Jesse Lee, the trapper, had said that there was a lake 
that had never been fished over in the saw grass past 
Tom Tiger Tail Hammock. My father and I had made 
the boat for this special challenge, its ribs of wooden 
barrel hoops, a wide board for a floor, a painted can- 
vas skin, the whole craft feather-light. . . 

We found a wide ’gator trail leading in toward a 
large bayhead, pushed the little boat down a narrow 
tunnel through head-high saw grass—and emerged into 
a pond alive with swirling bass. 

Flocks of roseate spoonbills wheeled upward like 
pink clouds. Startled egrets squawked, took off, then 
settled again upon the bayhead’s green. Wood ibises, 
Florida’s native storks—we called them “flint-heads” 
or “steak-birds” then—sailed and circled in majesty. 
Although it was thirty-five years ago and I was twelve, 
I recall every detail of that day. To me it is Eden re- 





membered, the Florida that was ... before fences, be- 
fore drainage ditches, before Brahmas, when every 
pond and slough was ringed by animal trails and the 
wilderness was used, not owned. Mis-used is, perhaps, 
a better word. Off to the east huge billows of smoke 
were rising from an island in the slough where Semi- 
noles were fire-hunting for deer. Dank smell of ’gator 
was everywhere. Dad handed me the 12-gauge. “You 
get off on that root and cover me while I fish,” he 
said, “and I’ll cover you when it’s your turn.” 

Bass? We caught them on old Dowagiacs, on Phan- 
tom Minnows—remember them?—even on a piece of 
white paper dangled on a hook. We tried out every 
lure we had and every lure produced. That night, back 
at Jesse Lee’s camp, we feasted on fried bass and back- 
strap of venison. In the firelight, the sun-dried bodies 
of two big fox squirrels, big as cats, hung on the meat 
pole. Half a dozen cased otter skins on boards leaned 
against Jesse’s palm-thatched shelter; coon hides were 
tacked on the trunks of virgin yellow pines. I guess it 
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A little boat that can fit in the trunk of your car. 





was too much even for the Indians. They set fire to 
the ridge next morning, accidentally on purpose, with 
a west wind blowing, and we left that part of the 
country by invitation, you might say. 

Today, in a moderated way, there’s still adventure, 
virgin waters, bass that charge as though they never 
saw a lure before, in the thousands on thousands of 
tiny woods ponds and potholes which sprinkle South 
Florida like dew on grass. The little waters are often 
“Lunker Land.” 

Ponds so small that no one has ever bothered to 
put a boat on them... that inviting five acres of reeds 
and pads with the open water in the center which 
you glimpsed on your quail-hunting trip last fall, “just 
over the palmettoes” .. . that meandering creek with 
brushy, impassable banks and a glimpse of an inviting 
pool beyond . . . those wonderful U. S. Coast & Geo- 
detic Survey maps which you can get for 20¢ apiece 
from. Washington show them in their legions—but 
you've got to be equipped to fish ’em. 
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Most are sand-bottomed and can be waded, sure, if 
you watch the “hard-pan bushes” and steer clear of 
maidencane, a sure sign of mudholes. But some have 
“trembling earth” and floating-island masses of lily 
roots and other packed vegetation around their edges, 
and these latter are always the most inviting. 

One summer day I eased myself out over one of 
these floating islands, edging along, taking another 
step each time my footing slowly sank, casting a 
plunker out into the deep center of the pond where 
the bass were enjoying the coolest water. Five suc- 
cessive casts each produced a two to four-pound bass, 
which I tied to a rope stringer on my belt—and on the 
sixth Old Grandpa, the lunker of the pond—sure he 
weighed fourteen pounds and he’s still out there— 
came swelling under the lure from fifty feet away in 
one of those submarine approaches that leave you 
breathless, whopped it and wallowed like a hog, shak- 


ing an open mouth that looked big enough to hold a 
(Continued on Page 24) 
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OSMOND P. BRELAND, Ph.D. 


INCE earliest times bats have occupied a promi- 
nent place in the beliefs and superstitions of 
the peoples of many lands. To Caucasians the 

creatures have as a rule symbolized evil or misfortune 
and have been thought of as being associates of vam- 
pires, witches and demons. Among certain Orientals, 
however, bats have been regarded as heralding good 
fortune and happiness and even today bats are fre- 
quently used as emblems in Chinese handicraft. A 
Chinese talisman considered of great value is the 
Wu-fu, a design symbolizing the tree of life encircled 
by five bats. Each bat represents one of the five great 
happinesses supposedly sought by man: wealth, health, 
good luck, a long life and tranquility. 

Most people know that bats are mammals rather 
than birds, but their habits, actions and capabilities 
are quite different from those of other mammals. These 
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facts probably account for the inclusion of bats in folk- 
lore and legend while more conventional creatures 
are often disregarded. They are the only mammals 
that can fly in the true sense of the word. Others, 
such as the so-called flying squirrel, are capable only 
of gliding for short distances. Bats prefer caves, hollow 
trees and the attics of old and deserted buildings to 
surroundings more compatible with human. tastes. 
Here they sleep during the day and do most of their 
foraging at night. Although the creatures are at home 
in the air, it would be difficult to find one more awk- 
ward on the ground. Laboriously they pull and push 
themselves along and will take to the air at the first 
opportunity. One reason for the unsuitability of a 
bat for progression on a flat surface is that the knees 
bend backward, a situation found in no other mammal. 
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To cap the climax we find that bats 
sleep head downward, hanging by 
their hind feet to some projection 
which they can grasp. These weird 
creatures are obviously not dis- 
turbed by the possibility that their 
blood might “rush to their heads!”’ 


Everyone has seen bats flitting 
about at dusk, but these flying mam- 
mals are so seldom seen at close 
quarters that there are few people 
who can give an accurate descrip- 
tion of one of them. The smaller 
species are surprisingly mouse-like 
in general appearance, a fact that 
accounts for their common names in 
some countries. In Germany a bat 
is a fledermaus or flying mouse 
while in France the word for bat is 
chauve-soris, meaning bald mouse. 
The latter name was doubtless given 
to the creatures because their wings 
are formed from leathery skin which 
is “bald,” being entirely devoid of 
hair or feathers. The braces for these 
wings are elongate bones, which cor- 
respond to the arm and finger bones 
of human beings; the thumb is the 
only finger that is free of the mem- 
brane. The thumbs form a _ short 
clawed projection on the front mar- 
gin of each wing, and they are used 
by the bat in clinging to surfaces 
and in crawling about from place to 
place. The body, like that of many 
mammals, is covered with hair, the 
“face” is often extended into a sharp 
muzzle while the ears are usually 
large. The eyes, rather small com- 
pared to the body size, arc black 
with a distinctly beady appearance. 
Within the mouth are many sharp 
teeth which the bat does not hesitate 
to use on any person handling it in- 
cautiously. The hind legs except for 
the feet are included within the 
membranes of the wings and this is 
often true of the tail. In some, how- 
ever, the tail trails free, a feature 
that heightens the resemblance of 
these species to mice. 


Almost two thousand different 
kinds of bats are known from tem- 
perate, tropical and subtropical areas 
throughout the world. As might be 
expected, there is considerable vari- 
ation in size, color and general ap- 
pearance among the different mem- 
bers of the bat clan. There are white 
bats and black bats; red, spotted and 
even orange-colozed bats. Some have 
leaf-like frills on their noses and 
others have such large ears they are 
called jackass bats. The tube-nosed 
bat has its nostrils drawn out into 
two long tubes of unknown function, 
a feature not found in any other 
group of mammals. Largest of the 
bats are the so-called flying foxes 
of India, Malaya and adjacent areas. 
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They have a fox-like face — hence 
the common name—a body as large 
as a small cat and wings that stretch 
for five feet. According to popular 
conception, these large bats should 
be the vampires that suck blood from 
innocent victims, but investigation 
has shown that they eat nothing 
more objectionable than fruit. Beau- 
ty in the strict sense of the word is 
certainly not an outstanding trait of 
most bats, but the prize for repul- 
siveness must be awarded to the 
naked bat of Malaya. This creature 
is shamelessly naked except for a 
ruff of hair about the neck, while 
from an enlarged throat pouch, when 
disturbed, it discharges an oily fluid 
that smells to high heaven. The 
naked bat is certainly not a species 
that one is likely to select as a pet. 


There is still much to be learned 
about the reproductive habits of 
bats, since only a few have been 
studied and even these not in great 
detail. The period of pregnancy or 
gestation probably varies from about 
3 to 6 months, depending upon the 
species. Most bats have only a single 
youngster at birth, but twins are 
born occasionally and in at least one 
species, the so-called red bat of the 
United States, three and four have 
been recorded in a single brood. 
During labor, the female usually 
suspends herself by the thumbs and 
hind feet. Then she forms the hind 
legs, tail and attached wing mem- 
branes into a pouch for the recep- 
tion of the young. In most observed 
cases, the youngsters have been born 
feet first in contrast to the head-first 
birth of other mammals. An occa- 
sional female has actually been seen 
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io assist in her own delivery by 
grasping one of the feet of the 
emerging bat-child and _ pulling 
gently! Young bats at birth are al- 
most as helpless as a human infant 
except that they are capable of cling- 
ing to the body of the mother with 
their thumbs and hind feet. Their 
eyes are closed and they cannot fly. 
Like the young of all mammals they 
are fed milk from the mammary 
glands or breasts of the female. 
These breasts, by the way, are lo- 
cated in essentially the same posi- 
tion as those of human beings. This 
fact, plus the fancied resemblance 
of a bat’s face to that of a man, 
caused some of the earlier natural- 
ists to believe that bats and people 
were rather closely related. Those 
of us who are fastidious, however, 
will be relieved to learn that mod- 
ern biologists classify bats nearer a 
group called the insectivors (includ- 
ing moles, shrews and hédgehogs) 
than the human branch of the fam- 
ily tree of mammals. 


The first few weeks of a young 
bat’s existence are likely to be quite 
percarious because their mothers fly 
and cling to small projections far 
above the ground or floor level when 
they are at rest. The females carry 
the babies along on their nightly 
forays until they get too heavy and 
after this time, they are left attached 
to the wall of the cave, attic or hol- 
low tree that serves as their sleeping 
quarters by day. Woe betide the 
youngster that loses its attachment 
and falls earthward; the chances are 
good that the little fellow will perish. 
Adult bats have been seen to swoop 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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Larry Shepard, Robbie Roess, A. R. Marwick, 
before starting an exciting canoe trip. 


Did you ever see a river run on edge? 
I have — twice! Once through the chain of 
rocks section of the Mississippi River and 
once again on the Juniper Springs Run. 

If you want one of the most exciting, 
most beautiful, most fascinating, most ex- 
hilarating and, yes darn it, at times most 
exasperating short canoe trips try the Juni- 
per Springs Run. You will love it and will 
tell every canoe enthusiast you know about 
it. 

I started my run down the river behind 
a cup of coffee in Manager A. R. Mar- 
wick’s comfortable living room before a 
crackling grate fire. Manager Marwick, steel 
gray hair and fiftyish, has a world of in- 
formation about Juniper Springs and Juni- 
per Run. He has been manager since 1938 
and is the perfect host to thousands of visi- 
tors every year. Juniper has accommodations 
for about every conceivable type of vaca- 
tion, trailer, cottage or outdoor camping. 

An act of Congress, many years ago, set 
aside 420 acres in Ocala National Forest for 
a recreational area and all come under the 
auspices of the U. S. Forestry Service. Sixty- 
seven million gallons of water flow daily from 
the Springs to rush on down-hill and into 
Lake George. A spacious picnic area, ample 
parking space, clean clear water for swimming 
and an old moss covered mill wheel majesti- 
cally slush-slushing around and around pro- 
vides a finishing touch of tranquillity for a 
lazy weekend holiday. 


But now back to our canoe trip... 
My companions were three husky boys, 


22 





~~ 


oA oo , 
ys senate! coersarst Pll, 
Gin trite 


Shep Shepard, and Johnny Roess check a map 


two, age 18, and one, 12. Robbie and John- 
ny Roess were in one canoe and my young- 
est, Larry, and I in the other. 


It didn’t seem possible, as we launched 
our canoes in a wee little creek scarcely six 
feet across, that we would be able to travel 
more than 100 yards. A short distance ahead 
the creek lost itself in a maze of thick shrub- 
bery and stately trees intertwined with hang- 
ing vines. 

We shoved off and the fun began! I am 
going to suggest to Marwick that he hinge 
the canoes in the middle, you meet your- 
self coming back on some of the bends. But 
they are fun!! A word of caution: Try to 
hug the inside of all the bends or you may 
get completely entangled in the bushes and 
it’s not so easy to get away with the current 
pushing your canoe tight against the bank. 
Yes, on some of the curves the river seems 
to run on edge! 

There are long straight runs where you 
glide through tree bordered avenues that 
only God could have made so lovely. You 
will naturally fall silent from the majesty 
surrounding you. The silence will soon be 
broken when a forest symphony begins. 
Birds are everywhere. You may hear deer 
stomping close by or catch a glimpse of 
one as you round a bend. An alligator suns 
on a mud bank. Turtles plop off a log. Fish 
do under-water acrobatics, and an otter 
thumbs his nose at you behind a clump of 
water lettuce. Buzzards circle high in the air 
or perch gnome-like on dead tree branches. 
Weaving through clumps of saw grass, 


ducks will speed across your path, their 
feet dimpling the surface. A king fisher will 
pause in aerial flight and dive bomb a sur- 
prised minnow, or a huge bald headed eagle 
may glide down from the blue and pose for 
you in the top of an old cypress tree. 


I couldn’t have picked more enjoyable or 
enthusiastic partners for my venture on 
Juniper Run. Robbie and Johnny, young in 
years but old in experience, handled their 
canoe like veterans and Larry did a com- 
mendable job in the bow for me. 


To enumerate every point of interest 
would take volumes, but watch for the “Ole 
swimming hole”, a deep round basin with 
a high bank on the right side; years ago the 
left bank supported a very successful still, 
put out of commission in 1939 by revenue 
officers. You won’t miss hearing and seeing 
a fast flowing little water falls on the right 
bank. Sweet Water Springs is tucked into 
a small cove close to the main channel — 
much of The Yearling was filmed here. 


When we reached the bridge, we stopped 
and took a vote as to whether we were to 
continue or haul out. The ‘ayes’ had it, so 
tired muscles again went to work. We’ trav- 
eled a mile or so through patches of saw 
grass and then open stream to the con- 
fluence of Juniper Run and Lake George. 


About 4% miles of open lake lay ahead of 
us to Silver Glenn. None of us knew what 
the shore line was like in between. Should 
we take the chance? A heavy haze hung 
even with the tree tops and a slight breeze 
ruffled the surface of Lake George. The 
weather didn’t look good, but it didn’t look 
too bad. It was up to me to make the de- 
cision. I figured the worst we might get 
out of it would be a good drenching, so off 
we went. The breeze freshened a few times 
but a canoe is made for rough water. And, 
rain it did — buckets full — but our tin cans 
soon spilled it out of our canoes. 


The two markers at the entrance to Silver 
Glenn welcomed us into quiet peaceful wa- 
ters and clearing weather. The Juniper Hunt 
Club slid by on the left bank and around 
the next bend we saw the bubbling waters 
of Silver Glenn Springs. Manager Jerry 
Allen hailed us into the dock and to the 
end of a perfect outing. 


Jacksonville’s Seminole Canoe Club is busy 
building a new boat house, the blister and back- 
ache way, on Ortega River out Ortega Farms 
Boulevard. Eventually it will boast a clubhouse 
on the top deck. Sailboat races on 1st Sundays of 
the month and paddling races on 3rd Sundays. 
A special 1,000-meter course set to Olympic stand- 
ards has attracted a girl contestant for the next 
Olympics. A trip is planned in the near future 
down Juniper Run. New ’52 officers are, Tom 
Bradford, commodore; Robert Barnhart, vice com- 
modore; Clarence Prosser, rear commodore; Bart 
Dockrell, treasurer; Harold Anderson, secretary; 
and Mally Mallison, publicity chairman. END 
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FIND IT HERE—IN THE COUNTY YOU SELECT FOR YOUR SPORTING PLEASURE 


DADE COUNTY 


Everything for the fisherman at 
ROSENE’S BAIT AND TACKLE STORE 
6757 S.W. 8th St., Miami. Phone 87-9611. 





FRANKLIN COUNTY 
ee eee see eee eS eee Ce AT Be 
BAY CITY LODGE, Hunting and Fishing. Boats, 
motors, cabins, guides, bait and tackle. Dining- 


room service. Contact Jimmy Waddell, Box 172, 
Apalachicola, Fla., Phone 320 W. 


GADSDEN COUNTY 


HAMN’S FISH CAMP on Lake Talquin. Cabins, 
boats and motors, information about fish and 
fishing. Gilbert Hamn, Rte. 3, Quincy, Fla. 


GULF COUNTY 


GEORGE H. HARPER GROCERY, near Lake 

Wimico, famous for game & fish. Bait, boats & 
guides who produce, fresh or salt water. Write 
Wewahitchka, Fla., Ph. Port St. Joe: Canal 9103 J. 


GULF HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. Complete 

Fishing and Hunting Supplies. Mercury Out- 
board Motors Sales & Service. Fishing Informa- 
tion. Phone 2, Port St. Joe, Fla. 


LEON COUNTY 


MILLER’S BOAT LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. 
Good Boats and Fishing “Know How.’’ Clyde 
Miller, Mgr., Route 1, Tallahassee. 


MOON’S LANDING, LAKE JACKSON, Light dry 
boats, Bait, Motors and Tackle. 7% miles North 
of Tallahassee. Phone 2-7872. 


WAKULLA COUNTY 


SHELL ISLAND FISH CAMP. Salt or fresh water; 

fast light boats, motors, bait, guides and cabins. 
Modern but reasonable. Bo Lynn, St. Marks, Fla. 
Phone 354. 
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were several kinds of glass-snakes, 
each inhabiting a different type of 
country. At least three kinds occur 
in Florida. One of these is very long 
and slender, with a straight black 
stripe along the side, and a bright 
pink or yellow belly. It occurs on 
islands and sea beaches, and in or 
near patches of “scrub”. A second 
kind is heavier in build, usually 
brown with cross-bands of black and 
white, and with narrow, dark stripes 
on the under side of the tail and 


belly. This kind inhabits broom- 


sedge fields, turkey-oak woods, and 
other dry, grassy places. The third 
kind is yet stouter in build, usually 
bluish or greenish in color, often 
heavily mottled with black, with an 
irregular black band along the sides, 
and with a plain yellowish belly. 
This kind is found in damp, grassy 
places, such as meadows, pine flat- 
woods, and the edges of swamps. It 
is remarkable how these three kinds 
divide the land up between them, so 
to speak. Very seldom does even a 
single individual wander over into 
the wrong type of country. 


In Florida Wildlife for January, 
1952, we explained how some liz- 
ards may break off their tails when 


APRIL, 1952 


grasped. The glass-snake is famous 
for such actions. When seized or 
struck, the tail of this legless lizard 
may break into a number of pieces. 
Since about 70% of the glass-snake’s 
length is tail, the creature appears 
literally to break into fragments. 
The pieces writhe and wriggle for 
some time, creating such a commo- 
tion that the six-inch lizard (minus 
its thirty-inch tail) can sneak away 
into the brush unnoticed! This habit 
occasions the common names of 
“glass-snake” and “joint-snake”. 





MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM 
KEY WEST, FLORIDA‘S 


Number One Tourist Attraction 











Tom's Fishing Camp 
ON LAKE APOPKA 
MONTVERDE, FLORIDA 
COTTAGES 


MOTORS 
BOATS 


GUIDES & BAIT 
We tolerate no rough parties. 
DRAWER BB : 
MONTVERDE, FLORIDA 





It is popularly believed that the 
broken pieces can later reassemble. 
This is completely untrue. However, 
it is true that the lizard will grow 
another tail. The first sign of re- 
growth is a horn-like stub; and 
specimens in this condition have led 
some people to believe they had 
found the mythical “horn-snake 
with a stinger on its tail’. Needless 
to say, the “horn-snake” does not 
exist, and the glass-snake is abso- 
lutely harmless in every way. 

The accompanying photograph 
shows a glass-snake that has re- 
grown a short stub of tail. Eventu- 
ally it will grow quite a long tail, 
although the new appendage will 
never be as long as the original one. 
The inset shows a glass-snake with 
a complete and unbroken tail. 


Glass-snakes lay eggs, and the 
female parent defends her clutch 
against smaller enemies such as mice 
or snakes. The babies are much like 
the adult in coloration. Nothing 
much is known about growth rate. 
The kind of glass-snake that inhabits 
dry, grassy places reaches a maxi- 
mum length of a yard. The other two 
forms are a bit shorter. However, 
really long specimens are seldom 
seen, because most individuals have 
broken tails. 


Glass-snakes feed upon mice, small 
snakes, lizards, and especially upon 
insects. They are considered bene- 
ficial to man’s interest, and should 


not be killed. —END 
rae 
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STUART 


Offers the Best in 
SALT WATER FISHING! 


Stuart’s Biggest Little Store 


BRANNAN’S 
WESTERN AUTO ASSOCIATE STORE 
OFFERS THE BEST IN SUPPLIES 
TO CATCH THE BIG ONES 
For the REST of the Night, Stop at 
STUART VILLA 
On the Banks of Beautiful 
ST. LUCIE RIVER 








SAIL FISHING — 
Finest of Sport Fishing! 


STUART 
WELCOMES YOU 


Ww 


FOR? “THe BEST 
IN DRUGS 


STUART 


REXALL DRUG 
STUART @ FLORIDA 


COME TO 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
for 


GOOD FISHING & HUNTING 
& 


For Real Estate Values 
Investments 
Ranches - Acreage 


See 
WATERS REALTY CO. 


P. O. Box 427 Phone 3 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 





“It’s shock treatment for snake-bite— 


water!” 
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watermelon. At that instant the 
bottom collapsed and I fell down in 
vegetation to my armpits while the 
reel screamed and Old Grandpa en- 
tertained me with the music of his 
leap. I never saw him but he sound- 
ed like a beer keg falling in the pond. 

We still have pond-waders in and 
around Stuart. They work the hid- 
den waters, wading up to their chests 
sometimes, tossing weedless pork- 
rind spoons through grass and pads 
—but I quit now when the water 
gets over my knees. 

Most of the pond-fishing fraternity 
use “car-top” or ‘“woods-wagon-top”’ 
boats in which they go far afield; I 
have a little round of some twenty 
ponds in easy distance from dry 
woods roads, the key to their en- 
joyment being a one-man canvas- 
covered punt only 8-feet long and 
a wider 9-footer, which accommo- 
dates two. Either fits neatly into the 
trunk of my car. Their prime quali- 
ties are lightness and ease of trans- 
portation. 

Why wear yourself out lugging a 
big boat? My little outfit weighs only 
45 pounds; it’s easy to tote piggy- 
back for a hundred yards or even 
half a mile, carrying fishing rod in 
one hand, paddle in the other, what 
lures or hooks you need tucked in 
your pockets. If you make one, don’t 
spare the paint on the canvas—or 
you can buy one ready-made from 
numerous national manufacturers, 
ranging from veneered dinghies and 
canvas kyaks to collapsible canvas 
boats, rubber rafts or doughnut- 
shaped inflated contraptions. 

Remember (No. 1) that it must 
be shaped so that it can be carried 
easily in or on your car and (No. 2) 
be light and maneuverable enough 
to be easily toted by you down a 
woods path or into a brushy stream 
bank. Make or choose ’em wide for 
safety—and don’t stand up in them! 


Afloat in a midget boat on a by- 
passed, ignored pond that no one 
has bothered to fish for years—there 
are probably half a dozen in easy 
reach of your home now—you’re on 
practically virgin waters and the 
odds are that the old Lord of the 
Pond is ready to tangle with your 
surface lure. Ever watch a frog, be- 
leaguered, out in the middle of a pot- 
hole, frozen stiff? . . . “Jest floatin’, 
Sir, ’m dead frog and no good to 
eat” ... until he takes a few pan- 
icky ‘kicks—and, wham!—no frog. 











PORT COMFORT 
“The Place To Fish’ 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 


Punta Rassa Rd. Phone 2-2379 


It’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates so 
high with fishermen and boatmen. A safe, 
comfortable harbor with excellent storage 
and berthing facilities. It also boasts of a 
complete repair yards and ways, groceries, 
supplies, gas, oil, and fishing tackle. 








We Welcome You 
To STUART 


SAIL FISHING 
Polit oa von. 


* 


C. B. ARBOGAST 
REAL ESTATE @ INSURANCE 


CITIZENS’ BANK BUILDING 
STUART, FLORIDA 


CYPRESS 
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Vleck BOK TOWER 
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NOKOMIS 


on Route 41 where the Gulf 
meets the Highway 


Visit 
POINT-O-PALMS 
TACKLE SHOP 


Headquarters for 
Salt Water Light Tackle 
Spinning & Fly 
O. D. Hampson, Owner 
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That’s what your plug should imi- 
tate. Fish little waters slow. Let the 
plug freeze, let it drift, twitch it, 
just a little, take your time, make 
minutes do for seconds, stretch it 
out—and, like as not, you'll have 
spray splashed on your face when 
Old Grandpa latches on at boatside. 

A little boat on little waters brings 
you close to tranquility—and right 
in hand-shaking distance of lunker 
bass. 

You’re so close to water level that 
you feel like part of the pond itself. 
You take time to hear the voice of 
the wind in the pines, watch red- 
wing blackbirds dipping, a purple 
gallinule walking across lilypads... 
see every swirl made by popping 
bream, watch top minnows swarm- 
ing, water spiders walking, water 
skaters skating on the surface film. 
Beady-eyed soft-shelled turtles stick 
their sharp snouts out, watching you 
and you watch them (I always think 
how good they are in turtle stew); 
a grey heron is poised in the shal- 
lows, fishing too. A flock of wood 
ibises, black and white, settles at 
the pond’s slough edge, they clack 
their bills hunting for crawdads... 
whooping their cacaphony, a pair of 
red-topped sandhill cranes walk by, 
leaning forward, leaning back, in 
their measured stilt-like stride. 


Fishermen averse to crowds, float- 
ing beer cans, zooming motors, can 
find peace and serenity on little 
ponds—plus loads of fishing fun. 
Even though it’s only a little “shirt- 
tail hole” of a few acres, a quiet 
round will usually produce four or 
five strikes. 


You can slow down the tempo 
further still with cane pole or fly- 
rod, using lilly worms or live top- 
minnows for bait, watching the cork 
go dibble-dobble and plop under, 
pulling out blue bream and red- 
breasts, with now and then a speck, 
and if you’re lucky enough to hit 
some golden shiners (the silver 
roach) it is commonly asserted that 
lunker bass regard these glittering 
delicacies, alive, as irresistible. 

I'll admit that some of the ten- 
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pounders you get out of pot-holes 
really weigh only six pounds, but 
they look larger caught from a small 
pond—everything’s relative, you 
know—and if you hold them out 
toward the camera they swell up 
considerably. Even if you don’t catch 
a fish, you may see an otter or a 
water turkey, a pair of Florida mal- 
lards wheeling in, glimpsing you 
and veering off... .I think it’s grand 
that in this Atomic Age there are 
still unspoiled, secret little places 


filled with serenity. 


No one can be the worse for mak- 
ing friends with a pond. Even the 
—END 


least of them. 


EVERYTHING FOR THE 


“AUTO: 


ASSOCIATE 
STORE -- 
M ee ES 
B. F. BULLOCK 


COMPLETE STOCK WIZARD MOTORS 
FISHING SUPPLIES 





FLORIDA 


Is A Fine Place To Live 
All Year 
@ 
MARION COUNTY 
OCALA, FLORIDA 
Offers 


EXCELLENT FISHING 
GOOD LIVING 


The Commercial Bank & 
Trust Co., of Ocala 


F.D.1.C. —— F.R.S. 
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SSTOP INSECT BITES! 


LICK CHIGGERS & TICKS 
a Ask For Whitmire’s BZ 


TICKS. 
OF 


SAFE REPELLENT BOM 


Prevents irritation, sick- 
ness caused by Chiggers, 
Ticks, Mosquitoes, Flies. 
WHITMIRE RESEARCH LABS. 

ST. LOUIS 10, MO. 
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BASS FISHING 
IS GOOD IN LEESBURG 


See 


BELK-SAWYER 
COMPANY 


Lake and Sumter Counties’ Largest 
Department Store 
111-113 South Main Street 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 












VISIT LEESBURG 
Lake County’s Famous 
BASS FISHING 


Beauty in the Home! 
Sanitation in the Home! 


la bee 
For Every Purpose 


Paul F. Mueller & Son 


PHONE 160 
212 N. 2nd Ave. Leesburg, Florida 












CITRUS COUNTY 
FOR BIG BASS 


* 


EDENFIELD’S 
CITRUS MOTORS 


INVERNESS, FLORIDA 
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FORD 
TRACTORS ® FARM IMPLEMENTS 


Sales and Service 














HOOK THAT BASS 


FLASH + ACTION 
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ON AN L&S 
BASS-MASTER OR PANFISH-MASTER 


Both models very effective for bass and speckled perch. These 
lures have the famous L & S shiner minnow action and appear- 
ance. Fast and slow sinking models. Durable plas- 
tic bodies and finest imported hooks. 


Made by L & S$ BAIT COMPANY, Inc. 


Clearwater, Florida Bradley, Illinois 


WATCH FOR THE SENSATIONAL 


L&S MIRA-LURES 


Permanent iridescent flash is built 
in. Fish can’t resist ‘em. Model 10M 
surface model illustrated above now 
available, Try ‘em on bass. They’re 
terrific! 
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World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 

' fishing equally unusual and 
good. Pier and bridge fishing, or for the more active, deep sea fishing with competent 
guides. Plan your vacation around Captiva and Sanibel Islands. For reservation or 
information write to the business men listed below. 
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“1/4 SOUTH SEAS 
J \PLANTATION 


PINE ISLAND 









GULF View \iy STRAN SHOP 
INN cdg ANDY'S PIER 
va ~ENGLE’S COTTAGES 


POST OFFICE 






| BLIND PASS BRIDGE \. 
MITCHELL'S Cor- 







SANIBEL 
Cx . LIGHT, 
KINJZIES 

FISHING PIER 

POST OFFICE 


ISLAND INN TULIPA Way APTS. 


E SNYDER‘S SHOP 


Lo 


1ERS’ : . 
COTTAGES “CASA YBeEt 


SANIBEL DIRECTORY 


LOW COTTAGES — Housekeeping 
Elizabeth Low, Owner. 


cottages. 


MISS SUSIE II — Deep sea fishing trips. Jake 
Stokes, Owner. 


HIER’S COTTAGES—Modern, new. Year round. 
On the Gulf. 


MITCHELL’S COTTAGES — On the _ water. 
Rooms with bath. P. O. Captiva. Year round. 


JACK’S PLACE—Sandwiches, beer, cold drinks. 
House parties booked at house or at hotels. 
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stituted or claims filed as a result 
of accidents or damage placed at 
the door of a club, the policy pays 
all costs of investigation, legal costs 
and related expense, as well as the 
amount of valid claims that are sub- 
stantiated by insurance company in- 
vestigation or by court decree. 

Protection, of course, is limited to 
the total amount of dollar and cents 
liability for which the policy is writ- 
ten and premium paid. Therefore, 
it is always advisable for a club to 
carry whatever higher limit of legal 
liability protection that may be need- 
ed. The additional cost for increased 
protection is nominal. 

Two club policies are currently 
being offered—Plan A and Plan B. 
Under Plan A, claims brought by 
club members are not covered, the 
protection being only against claims 
that might be filed against the club 
membership by outsiders. Plan B 
covers claims brought by anyone, in- 
cluding personal injury and/or dam- 
age claims of club members. A re- 
sume of how the plans have been 
calculated by the underwriters and 
the costs thereof, follows: 


Annual Rates 


PLAN A 
Limit of Charge Per Minimum 
Liability Member Premium 
$ 10,000 00 $20.00 
$ 20,000 10 $23.00 
$ 50,000 675 $27.00 
$100,000 15 $30.00 

PLAN B 
Limit of Charge Per Minimum 
Liability Member Premium 
$ 10,000 $1.00 $40.00 
$ 20,000 $1.15 $46.00 
$ 50,000 $1.35 $54.00 
$100,000 $1.50 $60.00 


In applying for comprehensive 





Florida Live Bait Co. 


P. O. BOX 634 
MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 






(Wholesale Only) 


DAY OR NIGHT DELIVERY 


Route 441 Between Mount Dora 
and Tavares 


PHONE: TAVARES 106 RED 
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tion and reservations: 
ROUTE 2, PANASOFFKEE, FLA. 
RUFE WYSONG, Mgr. 





FOR GOOD FISHING 


VISIT NOKOMIS 


For 
Fishing Tackle 
SPORTSMAN’S 

SUPPLIES 


See 


THE PORT HOLE 


NOKOMIS, FLORIDA 


Fish... Hunt... Live 


South La ke County 
For 


Waterfronts @ Cattle-land 


Groves @ Homes 
Investments 


See 
SOUTH LAKE 
Realty Company 


Offices in 


Groveland and Clermont, Fla. 











ASK YOUR DEALER FOR 





“BAKON GITTER” 


(Guaranteed Weedless) 
Known as the ““BOGIE BAIT” 


THE WORLD’S MOST EFFECTIVE 
ARTIFICIAL BASS BAIT 


Manufactured and Distributed by 


R. N. BODENSTEIN 


MADISON, FLORIDA 
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PANA-VISTA LODGE 


On beautiful Lake Panasoffkee and Withla- 
coochee River, unexcelled fishing and hunt- 
ing. Fresh water fishing fer bass, bream, 
crappie and the best wild turkey and squirrel 
hunting in Central Florida. Excellent duck 
hunting in season. Feurteen modernly 
equipped housekeeping cottages with restau- 
rant serving excellent heme cooked food. 
Beats, motors, guides, fishing tackle, as well 
as live bait at all times. Write for informa- 


Sumter County—tTel. Bushnell 2061 





club liability insurance, such infor- 
mation as location of club range, lo- 
cation of club quarters, number of 
members, whether range facilities 
are owned or leased, the estimated 
number of manhours per year range 
facilities are used, and other facts 
must be given, not for the purpose 
of too closely screening applicant 
clubs, but merely to compile es- 
sential statistical data on which fu- 
ture policies may be written. Al- 
ready, good faith on the part of both 
underwriters and insured clubs has 
resulted in more liberally-written 
policies at reduced premiums than 
when the idea of special club lia- 
bility insurance was first tried. 


Insurance, especially for Florida 
Sportsmen, is both practical and in- 
expensive. It is just expressed good 
sense, considering that you have 
plenty at stake. 


(It is neither the intention of the author, nor 
the policy of FLORIDA WILDLIFE, to endorse 
any particular insurance company by name; 
hence, names of insuring firms have been pur- 
posely omitted from this article. To obtain any 
of the described policies, consult local insurance 
men listed in your telephone directory. Where 
complete information cannot be obtained locally, 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE will furnish on direct mail 
request a list of known national insurance firms 
writing such insurance, to whom readers may write 
for sample policies. All have Florida representa- 
tion and inquiries will generally be referred to 
Florida agents by the home office, for personal 
contact.) 





SAILFISHING 
AT ITS BEST! 
e 


STUART 
WELCOMES YOU 


For 
RADIOS @ APPLIANCES 


See 


Hutto Radio & 
Appliance Co. 


STUART FLORIDA 








LAKE APOPKA APOPKA, FLA. 

Florida’s finest bass fishing. Orange Lodge 
fishermen caught 10,000 bass last 
year. ORANGE LODGE, on 
world-famous Lake Apopka— 
Every fishing facility: furnished 
cottages, electric kitchesn, AAA 
isted, restaurant, cocktail ¢jyph 
rooms. Write for free 

folder No. 10. 





RECOMMEMOED 


COME TO STUART 


For the Best in 


SAIL FISHING 


See 


R. V. JOHNSON 
For the Best in 
REAL ESTATE 


PORT ARCADE BUILDING 
STUART, FLORIDA 


AL PFLUEGER 
TAXIDERMIST 


North Miami, Fla. Bex 1328 








“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 
The Finest Available 





HUNTING ® FISHING ® CARVING 
MILITARY © THROWING 
Handmade of Swedish tool steel—finest 
quality and workmanship obtainable. “’| 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.” 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR. 

Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 
Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 
and instructive knife manual. Fighting 

Knife booklet, 50c. 


PHILLIPS DINER 


on Highway #41 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Open 24 Hours—7 Days a Week 


One of the finest eating places. In the 
heart of the good hunting and fishing 


section. 
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THE LURE with FISHY EYES 
Florida made Try #1407 for Trout 





All Types 


U 
DANDY LURES 
LONN SALES CO. 


Made for us at St. Pete, by 
FLORIDA FISHING TACKLE CO. 


JOHNSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Okeechobee 


PHONE 45 
TOPS FOR BASS. FISHING 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Restaurant Specializing in Seafoods 
and KS 


EARLY BREAKFAST FOR 
DUCK HUNTERS 


BOATS @® MOTORS ® GUIDES 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
CLEWISTON,FLORIDA 





PONTIAC 
MOTOR COURT 


r) 
Cottages— 
Cafe and 


Friendly Service 


@ 
WILLISTON, FLORIDA 
U. S. 41 & 500—Top of Hill 


Lake Wales Welcomes 
The Sportsman 


BASS FISHING 
a te Bl Bam = |= 


For 


FISHING TACKLE — GUNS 
Ammunition — Supplies 
MORGAN & PHILLIPS 
HARDWARE 


Stuart Ave. — Lake Wales, Fla. 











about such victims of misfortune, 
but no attempt was made to rescue 
them and the squeaking unfortun- 
ates were shortly deserted. Proprie- 
tors of caves inhabited by bats and 
open to the public have stated that 
in the spring and early summer they 
are forced to remove large numbers 
of young bats from the floors of the 
caves which have fallen and been 
left to their fate. 

Many of the small species of bats 
feed upon insects which they catch 
on the wing as they dart about 
through the skies at dusk and at 
night. Before a detailed analysis was 
made of the kinds of insects that 
were eaten, even some biologists 
assumed that bats fed largely upon 
mosquitoes and other harmful in- 
sects. As a consequence, a few peo- 
ple became overly enthusiastic in 
their attemps to attract bats to their 
vicinity. One of the most elaborate 
of these experiments occurred in 
San Antonio, Texas, where several 
sturdy “bat towers” were erected. 
The designer of the bat roosts be- 
lieved that the bats would eliminate 
malaria by eating the mosquitoes 
which transmit the disease, and that 
in other regions, the establishment 
of his bat towers would free the 
area of such pests as the codling 
moth. But extensive advertisement 
failed to convince prospective cus- 
tomers, and the project was aban- 
doned. It is now known that mos- 
quitoes form a very small portion 
of the diet of insectivorous bats, and 
it is considered doubtful that the 
creatures are capable of significantly 
reducing the numbers of harmful 
species of insects. Some bats live 
almost exclusively on fruit while 
others will eat almost any small 

(Turn Page) 


We Welcome You 
To STUART 
Sail Fishing at its Best! 
* 
COMPLETE 


BANKING SERVICE 


* 


CITIZEN’S BANK 


OF STUART 
STUART, FLORIDA 


Dalton Special Bait 





P. P. DALTON 


Owner & Distributor 


The World’s Best Bass Bait 


2507 Bristol Avenue 
TAMPA 6, FLORIDA 





Let’s Go 
SAILFISHING 


WITH THE TOLEY FLEET 


Finest Sport of 
All Fishing 


TOLEY'S 


Charter Boats, Inc. 


CABINS ®@ 


Lakeside Sport Camp 
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TELEPHONE 697 
SALERNO, FLORIDA 


BASS FISHING 
Florida’s Largest Lake 
OKEECHOBEE 
* 
DUCK HUNTING 
BOATS ®@ 
AND STORE 


MOTORS 


MOOREHAVEN, FLORIDA 


Miles North of Moorehaven 
on Highway #78 





GRAPE HAMMOCK 


FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Kissimmee 


COTTAGES ® BOATS ® MOTORS 


GUIDES 


LIVE BAIT 
AT ALL TIMES 
TRAILER PARK 
IDEAL FISHING SPOT 


* 


GRAPE HAMMOCK 


FISHING CAMP 


Martha Jeanne & Eddie Chandley 
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R.F.D. # 


LAKE WALES, FLA. 
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LEVEL-WINDS SURF REELS 


Fits Any Size Rod .. . Gives Full Control of 
Rod and Line ... Prevents Line Build-up on 
Side of Spool and Fouling of Line. 


BRING THAT BIG ONE IN WITH LINE 
WOUND LEVEL READY FOR THE 
NEXT BIG CAST 


Made of Highly Finished Stainless Steel with 
Lifetime Adjustable Bearing 


U. S. Pat. No. 2514929 


$97 -85 DELIVERED 


TAX PAID 
Anglers Manufacturing & Supply Co. 


(NOT INCORPORATED) 
P. O. BOX 2350—SARASOTA, FLA. 


NO/U) To FLORIDA 


iS COMPLETE 
Without aVISIT tothe 








JUGARDENS 
WN peice hieiet 


BO Sie cape aga 


DANCING CRANES, SWANS, DUCKS, 
QND OTHER COLORFUL BIRDS, WANDERING UNCAGED 


ONE MILE SOUTH OF 
RINGLING MUSEUM 


BAY SHORE DRIVE AT MYRTLE 











SPORTSMEN 


Enjoy Coming to Stuart 


HOME OF SAILFISH 


Here the Warrior of the Sea will thrill 
you, also enjoy fishing in our two 
famous rivers where Trout, Snook, Bass 
and Tarpon are plentiful, as well as 
many other species of fish. 


CASTING AND TROLLING. Boats 
and Guide Arrangements gladly fur- 
nished by the Management of the 
Friendly, Home-like 


STLUAKT OTE 


REASONABLE RATES 
Delicious Food Served Home-Style 
Phone 9143 — or write 


HAROLD HINKLE, Prop. 
STUART, FLORIDA 


APRIL, 1952 





living creature it can capture, even 
including smaller bats. A few kinds 
of fish-eating bats are known, and 
it is reported that the fish are cap- 
tured as the bats skim over the 
water surface. 

The vampire bats deserve special 
comment because their blood eating 
habits have given rise to many in- 
correct stories and beliefs. So far as 
known bats that eat blood occur 
only in South and Central America. 
This is somewhat surprising because 
stories of human vampires and their 
transference to the bodies of bats 
and other animals have had their 
origin principally in Europe. Vam- 
pire bats have been known to attack 
human beings while they were 
asleep, but they feed upon other 
animals as well and do not show a 
preference for human blood. They 
do not attempt to fan their antici- 
pated meals to sleep with their 
wings, but have been seen to alight 
directly on their bodies. Sometimes 
they alight nearby and then crawl 
up to their victims. The teeth of the 
vampires are very sharp and with 
them the creature makes a small 
wound through the skin. It may 
very well be that the saliva of the 
vampire contains a substance that 
deadens the pain of the wound be- 
cause very few people are awakened 
by the bite. The bat does not suck 
the blood as commonly stated, but 
laps it up with its tongue as a cat 
drinks milk. The wound bleeds for 
some time after the bat has stopped 
feeding and the chances are good 
that a substance to prevent the blood 
from clotting is injected when the 
bite is made. In parts of South 
America vampire bats are so nu- 
merous that it is difficult to raise 
chickens, horses and other domesti- 
cated animals because of their at- 
tentions. People are seldom seri- 
ously injured directly by the feeding 
of vampire bats, but some of them 
do carry a type of rabies. This often 
fatal disease has occasionally been 
transmitted to human beings. 

One of the best known and at the 
same time one of the most unusual 
features of bats is their ability to 
avoid obstructions even in_ total 
darkness. This ability, however, is 
not perfectly developed as often 
believed. Experiments with wires 
strung across dark rooms show that 
bats sometimes do hit one of the 
wires, while an occasional dead bat 
is recovered from the bases of light- 
houses along with numerous birds 
that have been killed. It was at one 
time thought that this trait was de- 
pendent upon a mysterious “sixth 
sense” which made the bats aware 
of nearby obstructions. It is now 
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For Your Drug Needs 
Come to 


PHARMACY 


Prescription Druggists 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 









ON LAKE APOPKA 
IT’S 
JOHNSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 
APOPKA, FLORIDA 
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FINE BASS FISHING 
GOOD SERVICE 






IT’S LEESBURG 
FOR GOOD FISHING! 


a 
IT'S 


THE REXALL STORE 


FOR THE BEST DRUGS 
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LEESBURG, FLORIDA 





RALPH‘S 


Lake Shore Trailer Park 
ON LAKE GRIFFIN 
* 


RALPH & ELAINE WHITAKER 
* 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


P. O. Box 508—Phone 217 Red 








Have You Ever Visited the 


Vast Florida Everglades? 
Then take a trip on 


SWAMP BUGGY 


See 


WILDLIFE ® INDIAN CAMPS 


REPTILES 
Call 
EVERGLADES 
GUIDE SERVICE 


PHONE 440—CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 


G. L. ESPENLAUB, Owner 
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known that flying bats utilize the 
principles of radar. As they fly 
about, they are continuously emit- 
ting cries which they can hear, but 
which are inaudible to human ears. 
Bats receive the echoes of these 
supersonic cries as they are de- 
flected from objects which they are 
thereby able to avoid. 

In temperate areas bats disappear 
from the twilight skies as winter 
approaches and do not reappear 
until the following spring. This is 
because the creatures either hiber- 
nate during cold weather or migrate 
to a warmer climate. Deep caves, 
where the temperature remains well 
above freezing, are favorite hiber- 
nating quarters for bats. Here they 
may be found by the thousands, 
clinging to the roof and sides in 
dense clusters. If disturbed, some 
will release their attachment and 
flit into deeper recesses while others 
simply squirm and chitter in protest 
before falling back into the deeper 
sleep of hibernation. The waking 
process is a gradual one and full 
activity is often preceded by short 
intermittant flights about the cave 
and to the outside. Several migra- 
tory flights of bats have been re- 
corded, although as yet little is 
known of this phase of their activ- 
ities. Some are thought to migrate 
to the southern United States and 
perhaps farther southward. Flocks 
have been observed far at sea and 
large numbers have been known to 
settle on a ship, much to the con- 
sternation of the passengers and 
crew. An occasional specimen of 
species from the United States has 
been found in Bermuda in the fall 
indicating a hop of several hundred 
miles over open ocean. 

Not only do bats hibernate in large 
numbers in caves, but a large cave 
may also serve as the daylight sleep- 
ing quarters for literally millions of 
bats during the summer. As dusk 
approaches most of the creatures 
apparently get the urge for action 
about the same time because they 
often emerge from the cave in 
hordes. One of the most spectacular 
of these nightly flights occurs in the 
summer and early fall at Carlsbad 
Caverns, New Mexico. The bats pour 
from the entrance like smoke from 
a volcano and form a writhing black 
column visible for two miles away. 
It is an interesting fact that it was 
a search for the source of this vast 
multitude that lead to the original 
discovery of this great system of 
caverns. The emergence often con- 
tinues for nearly twenty minutes, 
and it has been estimated that no 
less than 8,000,000 bats are involved. 

(Turn Page) 
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Compare how much it 
costs to Go... with 


HOW LITTLE IT COSTS 
TO PHONE! 





Ever stopped to think how many trips your telephone saves 
you? Or what the transportation costs would amount to for 
the trips to town and across town that you avoid by telephon- 
ing? Just think—the telephone stands ready to run errands 
in Marion County homes and adjoining area 24 hours a day 


and the cost is small. 


FLORIDA TELEPHONE CORPORATION 
OCALA, FLORIDA 


WYLDEWOOD BIRD FARM 
1000 N. Federal Highway 
DANIA, FLORIDA 


IMPORTERS — EXHIBITORS — BREEDERS 
UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC BIRDS 


Cages — Feed — Seed -—- Supplies 


MONKEYS MAKE FINE PETS 
Send 10c for brochure and pricelist—listing 
care, feeding, and housing of 11 most popular 

varieties, and their characteristics. 

All kinds of birds, animals, and reptiles 
fer sale. 


TROPICAL HOBBYLAND 
1525-B NW 27th Ave. MIAMI, FLA. 





Marion County Limerock Products 


Ww 
Crushed Limerock 
Ww 
Hi-Calcium Agricultural Limestone 
Ww 
CUMROC Building Blocks 


Ww 
CUMMER 


Lime and Manufacturing Company 
Ocala, Florida 
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FINE FAMILY RESORT 
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LAKE GRIFFIN 


SAND BEACH 


SWIMMING @ FISHING ® 
MOTORS 


TWIN PALMS RESORT 


P. O. Box 34 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


A Place the Family Will Enjoy! 


BOATS 


Cochran Chevrolet, Inc. 


The most Beautiful BUY of all 


TELEPHONE 130 
DUNNELLON, FLORIDA 





BASS FISHING 
BASS GALORE VILLAGE 


(On the Withlacoochee) 
DUNNELLON, FLORIDA 


KITCHENETTE COTTAGES 


GUIDES ® BOATS ® MOTORS 
“Where the Fishing’s Always Good” 


1 Block East of U. S. 41 on Florida 484 
P. O. Box 157—Phone 186 





WELL STOCKED INLAND LAKES 
OR RIVERS FOR FRESH WATER 
ANGLERS! THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 


FOR OLD SALTS! 


VOLUSIA 
COUNTY 


CHARTER BOAT “DOC M”’ 


New Smyrna Boat Docks 
P. O. Box 524, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea Fishing 


% 


TURNBULL CASTLE LODGE 


P. O. Box 306, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Rooms, Apts., Boats, Metors and Bait 


wv 


All in all the Carlsbad bat flight is 
a phenomenon well worth seeing. 
Favorite beliefs connected with 
bats include the idea that they are 
blind and that they harbor bedbugs 
and other human parasites. Actually, 
bats see reasonably well even in 
broad daylight as indicated by ob- 
served day migrations, and they 
have excellent eyesight in semi- 
darkness. The expression “blind as 
a bat” is thus not very descriptive 
of anyone with poor eyesight. A 
variety of parasites have been re- 
ported from bats, but the well known 


bedbug is not one of them. Many of 
these parasites feed only upon bats, 
and so far as known, none of them 
have developed an appetite for hu- 
man beings. 


According to popular concept the 
hair of the human female has a 
special attraction for bats. Many 
people are convinced that bats get 
into women’s hair routinely, and the 
implication is that the creatures do 
so deliberately. While it cannot be 
stated positively that no bat has 
ever gotten into a woman’s hair, it 
can be said that if such occurs it is 
rare and certainly accidental. For a 
bat to get entangled deliberately in 
a woman’s hair would be the height 
of asininity even by bat standards. 
This action would put it completely 
at the mercy of its outraged victim, 
thereby ensuring the creature a 
speedy demise. —END 





INLET HARBOR FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fila. 
$8 Deep Sea Boats and River Fishing 
Boats, Bait and Tackle, Guides 
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PELICAN FISHING CAMP 
3216 S. Peninsular Drive 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Ph. 2-3163 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Deep Sea Boat 


TED AND JOHN’S FISHING CAMP 


Route 2, 


New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 


Boats, Motors and Bait 
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“FLORIDA'S 
SEMINOLE INDIANS” 
* 

Written in thrilling language your 


‘teen-age youngster will understand. 
Eighty-one pages packed with the 
authentic history surrounding Florida’s 
Seminole Indians. 
This is the first book ever published to 
cover in simple language every aspect 
of the life of an Indian tribe. 
This book written by Dr. Wilfred T. 
Neill after 4 years of intensive study 
and research in the heart of the mys- 
terious Everglades. 
Twenty-five full page photos and other 
illustrations. Covering Seminole history, 
customs, beliefs, language, methods of 
livelihood, etc. 
* 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
$2.00 POSTPAID. 

Fill Out Coupon Now and Mail to: 
ROSS ALLEN’S 
REPTILE INSTITUTE 
SILVER SPRINGS, FLORIDA 


Please send my copy of ‘’Florida’s Sem- 
inole Indians.” 
| enclose $2.00 


Casha. Check .;."” Money Order? ; .'. 





BASS FISHING 
DUCK HUNTING 
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LIVE BAIT 


All Leading Lines 
FISHING TACKLE FOR SALE 


CABINS @® BOATS ® MOTORS 
GUIDES 


Camp OKEE-SIMMEE 


Mouth of Kissimmee River on 
Lake Okeechobee 


OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 





THE PELICAN HOTEL 
On the St. Lucie River 
STUART, FLORIDA 

AMERICAN PLAN 
WM. V. KING, Manager 


Sail Fishing ® River and Bay Trolling 
and Casting ® Duck and Quail Shooting 
in Season. 


WRITE FOR LARGE FREE MAP 
of the Famous St. Lucie-Indian River 
Fishing Grounds. 
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Tldlife Trading Post 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements I5ce a word per insertion, payable in 
advance, Minimum advertisements 15 words or $2.25. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife. Tallahassee, Fla. 









DAVIS COURT 


In Heart Dunnellon, on Rt. 336, 







3 Blocks West Highway 41 








COTTAGES 


BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking facilities, 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. Box 
388, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 


GUNS—AMMUNITION 


COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re-bluing, plat- 
ing, re-stocking, sights, scopes, recoil pads. Bona- 
fide dealer’s trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 


CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold bluing process 
on aouble barrel shot guns; hot dip on other 
guns, New, second-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smokeless powder, 
percussion caps, primers, factory ammo., sights 
and other accessories. Come and see us. Palm 
Harbour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write us 
about your needs. Bradley & Fought Gun Shop, 
P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 


DOGS FOR SALE 


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS—The All 
Purpose Dog you've read about. PUREBRED 
BEAGLES. Puppies usually. All dogs registered in 
A. K. C. LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


WEIRMARANER PUPS to be whelped April 1. 
Males, $150.00; females, $200.00. W. E. Graham, 
2002 Avilla Avenue, Vero Beach, Florida. 


REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS—SALES 


FOR SALE—CAMP-OKEE SIMMEE Okeechobee, 
Florida). Modern fishing camp fully equipped. 
Good business for right party. Best location in 
Florida, mouth of Kissimmee River on Lake 
Okeechobee. Priced to sell. Convenient terms. 
Contact owner. No real estate agent. John F. 
Thomas, P. O. Box 655, Okeechobee, Florida 








MINK FOR SALE 





Natural Dark, Silverblue and Breath of Spring 
BRED FEMALES, guaranteed delivery, subject 
to inspection. Complete instructions, prices. 
MANS’ MINK RANCH, Weirsdale, Florida. 


REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


“WELAKA,” the St. Johns River Sportsman's 
Paradise, fishing camps, river front homes. 
groves, business opportunities. E. J. TeRONDE. 
Crescent City, Florida. 


FISH BAIT FOR SALE 


GREY CRICKETS—Millions used annually. Ac- 
claimed THE BEST BAIT. $1.50 per hundred post- 
paid. Fishing containers at $0.75 and $1.50. 
Wholesale cricket prices on request. — LUCKY 
LURE CRICKET FARM, Leesburg, Florida. 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.-— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


FISH WORMS—RED, 1,000—$4.00 postpaid. Clos: 
wholesale price to dealers. — Groves Howell, 
Sneads, Florida. 


MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 


DECORATE YOUR DEN. Beautifully printed 
“Commodore’s Commission’? in Confederate Navy, 
your name inserted. $1: frame, $2. Southern 
Documents. Box 4607, Jacksonville, Florida. 





MICRO-LANTERN FOR SPORTSMAN. POWER- 
FUL COMPACT $1.00. TRAINER, P. O. BOX 1871, 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 








VISIT SARASOTA! 


THE IDEAL PLACE 
for 


| VACATIONING 
or 
YEAR ROUND LIVING! 
* 
A CORDIAL WELCOME 


AWAITS YOU 
t 





SARASOTA 
BANK & TRUST CO. 


“The Friendly Bank’ 
COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 





SUBSCRIBE 
T 


O 
Hlorida Wildlife 
Florida’s Only Outdoor Magazine 


ONLY $1.00 PER YEAR 











MOODY BROTHERS 


925 Cleveland Ave. Phone 2-1186 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 
“TRAILER BOTTLES FILLED” 


SEE OUR DISPLAY 
Stoves, Water Heaters, Refrigerators 
and Heating Equipment 
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““Let’s be good sports and throw the little 
one back.” 





NEW ® COOLED ® COMFORTABLE 


P. O. Box 581 


Telephone 135 


THE FAMILY COURT 





H. H. Keel Phone 187 


In the Heart of the Best Hunting and 
Fishing in Florida 


DUNKEL 
MOTOR COURT 
U. S. Highway 41 
DUNNELLON, FLORIDA 


10 NEW MODERN UNITS 
Tile Baths ® Gas Heat 


LAKE APOPKA 


FINE BASS FISHING 
Fun and Economy for the 
Entire Family! 





Your Home Away from Home at 


MEECE’S 
FISHERMAN’S 
PARADISE 


ROUTE 1, APOPKA, FLORIDA 
PHONE 3734 
Where You Will Enjoy Your Stay! 


HAINES CREEK 
Cottages and Fishing 


Resort 
* 
At Lisbon Bridge 








7 Miles from Leesburg on Highway 44 
* 


HOMER HOOKS, Owner 


PHONE 6021 BLUE 
P. O. BOX 616 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 








THE REEF RESTAURANT 
and 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


at 2 mile »ridge—Oversea Highway 


FOR FINEST OF SALT WATER ANGLING 


MARATHON, FLORIDA 








MIAMI RARE BIRD FARM 
Box 100, Kendall, Florida 
HUNDREDS OF BIRDS, MONKEYS AND 


ANIMALS ON EXHIBITION 
AND FOR SALE 





FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





Stay ta 


FLORIDA 


THE YEAR-ROUND VACATION LAND 


Vu 1952 


ptud “for #ealth Use 
DIXIE LILY 


‘Freshest and Finest” 


* RICE * BEANS 
* MEAL * FLOUR 
* GRITS * SYRUP 


Your BEST BUY «2 Zualtty 


A Arabs oo THE WISE IS claire Mh Did you kno vis i 
The 


"y oe lin gen only Mi ling Com 
Flor ida nifac OWA GROUND MEAL 
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OF FLORIDA 
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agonal shape solid glass rod -- the fisherman’s favorite rod 
| plug casting, bottom fishing or trolling. The most 
e rod you can buy. Test the balance and feel of the Ply- — 


n. A rod with sensational action and backbone, and Ply- 
$ are guaranteed not to break too! See and buy the new: 


ndent retailer has the Ply-Flex rod. See him today. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 





